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The University of Memphis continues its focus on
improving success, access, accountability, flexibility and
innovation that benefit our students and the community.
Gov. Bill Haslam recently presented legislation that
allows the UofM and other Tennessee Board of Regents
member universities to establish independent governing boards in 2017. The
legislation has received final approval in both the Tennessee House and Senate.
A transition taskforce has been formed to facilitate the move to an independent
governing board and is co-chaired by Melanie Murry, general counsel, and David
Zettergren, vice president for Business and Finance. We look to expand the
taskforce to include representative members of our faculty, staff, students and the
community.

DESIGN
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Ben Hampton (BFA ’09)
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Justin Fox Burks
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Anita Houk
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When I became president in May 2014, I wanted to ensure that we highlight the
UofM’s community impact. I challenged our students, faculty, staff and alums to
contribute 500,000 hours of community service in a single year. At the time, I
believed 500,000 hours to be a stretch. What I discovered was that our current
and former students, faculty and staff continually give back to their community
at levels that surprised even me. We celebrated our year of service in February
by announcing a total of 602,904 hours completed. In addition, our donors
matched our original goal by funding $500,000 in scholarships for our students.
I would like to thank everyone who participated and helped us exceed our goal.
Well done!

PRESIDENT
Dr. M. David Rudd
VICE PRESIDENT OF
EXTERNAL RELATIONS
Tammy Hedges

MISSION
The University of Memphis is a learner-centered metropolitan
research university providing high quality educational
experiences while pursuing new knowledge through research,
artistic expression, and interdisciplinary and engaged
scholarship.
The University of Memphis is one of 45 institutions in the
Tennessee Board of Regents system, the sixth largest system
of higher education in the nation. TBR is the governing board
for this system, which comprises six universities, 13 twoyear colleges and 27 Colleges of Applied Technology. The
TBR system enrolls more than 80 percent of all Tennessee
students attending public institutions of higher education.
The University of Memphis’ name, seal, logos and Tigers are
registered marks of the University of Memphis and use in any
manner is prohibited unless prior written approval is obtained
from the University of Memphis. The University of Memphis
Magazine (USPS-662-550) is published three times a year by
the Division of External Relations of the University of Memphis,
303 Administration Building, Memphis, TN 38152-3370.
Periodical Postage paid at Memphis, TN 38152.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Alumni &
Development Office, The University of Memphis,
120 Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.

Driven by
doing.

In this issue of our magazine, we have included stories that focus on the success
of our students, faculty and alums. We tell you about two of our faculty and their
cutting-edge research – one focuses on water and the other on world history. The
magazine profiles Kevin Brooks, our film student who won a Sundance Festival
internship and national award for his outstanding documentary film. Alumnus
Jim Strickland discusses the challenges of tackling big city problems as mayor of
Memphis. We also introduce you to new football coach Mike Norvell. Through the
articles in the following pages, we honor TOM III and celebrate the success of our
students, alumni and faculty, as well as our bright future.
Go Tigers!

M. David Rudd
President

University News
Loewenberg College of Nursing Dean Lin Zhan (black jacket) says the $2.5 million grant to UofM
Lambuth will benefit healthcare in all of West Tennessee, from patients to providers.

‘Healthy’ grant to aid UofM Lambuth students
Students in the Jackson, Tenn.,
area wanting to pursue nursing
as a career will find an easier
path thanks to West Tennessee
Healthcare (WTH).
The public, not-for-profit healthcare system

individuals to obtain their nursing degree here

Spurgeon. “The scholarship endowment

at the University of Memphis Lambuth and for

and partnership between West Tennessee

employment opportunities in Jackson.”

Healthcare and the University of Memphis

Said UofM President M. David Rudd,
“We are extremely grateful for the generous

career opportunities already available in

endowment from West Tennessee Healthcare.

Jackson.”

that is based in Jackson has teamed with the

This gift will provide advanced training which

University of Memphis Lambuth to create a

will prepare our West Tennessee nursing

partnership that will have a significant impact

practitioners to meet the challenges of a

on the education of healthcare professionals

rapidly changing healthcare industry.”

in West Tennessee. As part of a larger

The nursing scholarships will be available

fundraising effort by UofM Lambuth, a $2.5

to students pursuing a traditional Bachelor

million endowment, funded by WTH, will

of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree, as well

provide scholarships to students enrolled in the

as students pursuing a RN-to-BSN degree.

Loewenberg College of Nursing at the UofM

Recipients of the scholarship will be residents

Lambuth.

of Jackson-Madison County or a contiguous

“As the largest provider of healthcare
services in West Tennessee, it is essential
that we have an available, highly skilled and
educated nursing workforce,” said WTH

county.
The scholarship is expected to spur
workforce development in the Jackson area.
“A trained and readily available workforce

president and CEO Bobby Arnold. “West

is the most important element of securing

Tennessee Healthcare’s investment in the

new jobs for any community,” said Jackson

endowment creates an opportunity for local

Chamber of Commerce President Kyle

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Lambuth will provide a pathway for nursing

Get ready to
‘Take Your Seat’
The Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music
presented “Love Songs to Memphis” featuring
Joyce Cobb and the Southern Comfort Jazz
Orchestra earlier this year as the official kickoff
for the “Take Your Seat” campaign, designed
to provide funding for the new University of
Memphis Music Center.
The UofM is celebrating the final phase of
fundraising to construct a new $40 million
Music Center to be located on Central Avenue,
near the UofM Holiday Inn. At approximately
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40,000 sq. ft., the facility will more than

University News

Braden and about 40 other third through

double the space of the 50-year-old current

sixth graders are learning about sustainability,

building. Every dollar raised will be matched on

soil, water, wetlands — even outdoor survival

these kinds of camps and wanted to foster

a three-to-one basis by government funds.

techniques — in classes that focus on the great

connections locally instead,” says Brondo.

The kickoff introduced the opportunity for

outdoors through a unique partnership that

The Honors Forum class is in its fourth

arts patrons across Memphis to dedicate a

pairs the Shelby Farms Park Conservancy with

semester. About 140 children from local

seat in the new Music Center hall as a lasting

students from UofM Honors Forum classes.

elementary schools have taken part.

memento of their passion for music and their

“These classes are a way we give back to

support of the Scheidt School of Music.
(For more information, visit
memphis.edu/musiccenter.)

Honors students developed a series of topics

David Rudd’s Year of Service initiative,” says

to be taught to the campers on site at Shelby

UofM architecture chair Michael Hagge.

Farms,” says Hagge. “One important outcome

Honors students such as junior Chandler

is the demonstrated results relative to the

Klemm earn a college credit by participating

benefits of a service-learning opportunity

in a service learning opportunity. They spend

for Honors students which can be used to

part of the day at the camps held at Shelby

promote the idea University-wide. These four

Farms teaching kids various things about

courses can be showcased as a recruiting tool

nature. Klemm handed out worms to each

since virtually all of the students in my class

class member and explained their benefit.

expressed how important giving back is to their

Class members would later put the worms in

college experience.”

terrariums they had made.
“Growing up, I was a Boy Scout and we

UofM Honors
students go green,
earn credit
At a day camp run by University of Memphis

Honors Forum classes taught so far include
“Sustainability and the Built and Natural

were always going on camping trips so I love

Environments” by Hagge; “Place Matters!” by

to do this kind of stuff,” says Klemm, a bio-

Dr. Joy Clay, professor of public and nonprofit

chemistry major.

administration; “Nature, Culture and Youth

The camp is held twice a year. It was

UofM Honors student Chandler Klemm
captures the imagination of two
Shelby County school students with
a demonstration of worms and soil.
(photo by Rhonda Cosentino)

“For each of the four Honors Forums, UofM

the community, and they fall in with Dr. M.

Environmental Education” by Brondo; and

conceived from an idea of Shelby Farms Park

the current class by earth sciences associate

Conservancy senior events manager Natalie

professor Arleen Hill. Helen Hardin Honors

Wilson.

Program director Melinda Jones is also a

“It was a vision that I had three years ago
when I looked at the model of Teton Science

partner.
“This semester, Honors students from

School in Wyoming at their structure of utilizing

multiple disciplines have explored the ways

college students to mentor and educate young

that their own perceptions and value of the

children,” Wilson says. “I introduced the idea of

environment and nature have been shaped

a long-term partnership to Memphis professor

by experiences during their youth,” says Hill.

Keri Brondo where students could be given

“Particularly we have focused on how national

college credit to serve kids in an alternative

and local parks influence our perceptions of

spring or fall break as a class. She helped

the environment, including stewardship. This

pull together a team of professors from the

background has fostered a strong enthusiasm

University to brainstorm. We developed how

among our Honors students for working with

we could use the University’s Honors Forum

Shelby County’s young students through the

as a class for students to not only develop

camp.”

Honors students, pint-sized Braden has

educational lessons, but also learn how to

become enamored with worms. “They eat soil,

engage children in an outdoor setting (the

have summed up the day’s activities best.

then they poop soil,” the third-grader says (as

park).”

“Hey, nature is fun. And we are earning class

eloquently as any third-grader can). “But that

“We knew that Rhodes students and

is a good thing. It is good for the Earth. It helps

presumably UofM students were travelling to

the soil be better.”

other states to engage in teaching youth in

4
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UofM Honors student Paige Woody may

credit for teaching it!”
— By Greg Russell

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

CAMPUS NOTEBOOK
F I R ST O F A L L

HOW SWEET IT IS
Dr. Gary Bowlin has always had a self-proclaimed affinity for sweets. Now,
individuals suffering from tooth loss might be the ones saying “Sweet!” —
thanks to a product developed in Bowlin’s University of Memphis lab.
Bowlin, professor and Herbert Herff Chair of Excellence in Biomedical
Engineering, has created a membrane that greatly assists in tooth implant
procedures by regenerating soft tissue and supporting bone growth.
Bowlin’s unique membrane uses Manuka honey, which has antibacterial
and wound-healing properties that may be of great benefit during oral
restoration surgeries.
That’s great news for the masses: it’s estimated that by 2027,
200 million Americans will suffer partial tooth loss. Without proper
treatment and restoration, bacterial growth may cause oral infections,
which can lead to diabetes, heart and lung disease – even death.
Bowlin’s membrane acts as a barrier to allow the bone and gums to
heal before placing a dental implant.
Bowlin and his UofM team developed the technology in the Tissue
Template Engineering and Regeneration Laboratory in the Department
of Biomedical Engineering. SweetBio Inc., a Memphis-based biotech
company, is commercializing the patented invention.
This product and many other inventions produced by Bowlin — he
holds 10 U.S. patents — have landed him a distinguished honor: he was
recently inducted as a 2015 Fellow of the National Academy of Inventors.
Bowlin also helped create “FASTCLOT,” a technology that accelerates
blood-clotting capabilities at injury sites. His laboratory has been a
global leader in the electrospinning of biomaterials for the fabrication
of templates meant to re-grow tissues and organs, ultimately leading to
products that dramatically improve quality of life.
Bowlin, who earned his PhD in biomedical engineering in 1996 from the
University of Akron, says “the greater good” is his driving force.
“The real satisfaction comes from being able to develop an impactful
solution to a real need in the community with collaborative teams
that include my students that offers them huge real-world learning
experiences,” Bowlin says. “The Chair of Excellence allows me to focus
on my research endeavors and spend a maximum amount of time
mentoring graduate and undergraduate students in the laboratory, while
at the same time creating affordable, clinically needed products that will
ultimately help improve the quality of life for a worldwide population.”
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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LOOK WHO’S TALKING

DeAnna Rowe, University of Memphis Theatre
and Dance Costume Shop supervisor

C A L E N DA R

Tell us about your supervisory role. Do
you have a preferred period or genre to
design for?
I coordinate and supervise the work of
students at all levels — from the designer to
the person sewing in the labels. I try to create
an environment where it is safe to learn and
fail and try again. We have fun exploring the
designs and techniques of costuming. Often I
am also a costume technician where I get to
build the costumes and I enjoy the creative
challenges that entails. As a designer, I love
to do the historic and emotionally evocative
research for the characters in the production. I
feast on rich colors and love to explore visual
depth and color and texture in fabrics and all
other surfaces.
How does the collaboration between you
and the director and cast members work?
Collaboration is the most exciting part of
working in live theatre. The director defines
the design concept or approach to the play —
interpreting the playwright’s intentions. Then
each member of the design team adds his or
her individual designs. By inhabiting the world
of the play that the design team has created,
the actors communicate their portion of the
production. It is in the moment of the live
performance that we have the magic of theatre
— the communication of some vision of the
human condition that is touched by everyone
who participates in the process.
When did you begin sewing?
My mother started me sewing and doing
embroidery when I was about 6. I started by
sewing clothes for my Barbie dolls. In middle
school I took Home Ec and learned how to
follow patterns and make garments. It was
always a love and hobby for me to make
dresses to play in and attend Renaissance fairs.
My doodles were always fashion and fantasy
designs.
How did you transition into costume
design?
When I went to college, I fell into a work-study
job that had been created for someone else
who didn’t take it. I felt like the luckiest person
to be the only one in charge of costumes. I
earned my degree in fashion merchandising
because it was the closest thing to costume
design. It wasn’t until I went to graduate school
that I really embraced the title “costume
designer.”
6
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What do you try to impart to your
students?
I believe in creating an environment where
process is valued as highly as product. By
breaking down a process into manageable
steps, I can coach a student to have a very
successful project. Pride from a job well done
leads to the confidence to try new techniques.
“Failure” and less successful projects can be
viewed as learning experiments.
Tell us a bit about your custom

commission business.

I started my own freelance business, Gypsy
Dream Studios, where I design and create
high-end, one-of-a-kind costumes to help my
clients explore their inner superheroes and
unconventional wedding dreams.

May 21

University of Memphis Distinguished Alumni
Awards. University of Memphis Holiday Inn
(across from campus on Central Avenue). 6
p.m. Call 901.678.ALUM for more information.

May 24-29

Tigers head to Clearwater, Fla., to do battle
in the American Athletic Conference Baseball
Championships. Visit gotigersgo.com in midMay for game times and ticket information.
May 26-28

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field take part
in the NCAA East Preliminaries with qualifiers
advancing to the NCAA Championships.
Jacksonville, Fla. Visit gotigersgo.com for
more information.
Aug. 22

First day of fall classes

Sept. 3

New head football coach Mike Norvell makes
his Tiger coaching debut with a game against
Southeast Missouri State at Liberty Bowl
Memorial Stadium. TBA. Call 901.678.2331 for
ticket information.
Sept. 17

University of Memphis hosts Big 12 rival
Kansas at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium. TBA.
Call 901.678.2331 for ticket information.
Oct. 29

Homecoming Weekend: The Tigers host the
University of Tulsa Golden Hurricane at Liberty
Bowl Memorial Stadium. Call 901.678.2331 for
ticket information. Stay tuned for details on the
homecoming parade, pep rally, reunions and
much more.
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

AS K T H E E X P E R T

T I G E R H I G H L I G H TS

UofM professor’s discovery could change world history
Lorelei Corcoran, director of the Institute of Egyptian Art & Archaeology

A small alabaster bowl in the collection of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, has been holding a mighty big
secret for over a century: new research on the bowl reveals that the history of technology in Ancient Egypt
dates to a time much earlier than previously thought — even before pharaonic history began. UofM art history
professor Lorelei H. Corcoran made the discovery after identifying the earliest known example of the oldest
synthetic pigment in the world, Egyptian blue, on the bowl. The discovery pushes the date of the bowl
(excavated at Hierakonpolis in 1898) back 150 years from 3100 BCE to 3250 BCE, meaning that technologies
such as chemistry would have been at play much earlier in world history than first thought.
THE DISCOVERY
Corcoran has researched
the use of color in
Ancient Egyptian art
for more than three
decades, becoming
interested in the
subject while writing
her dissertation on the
red shrouds of Roman
portrait mummies.
She came across the
bowl while studying
the symbolic use of
color and immediately
recognized its potential
significance. “Although
conservators have
found evidence from
as early as late Dynasty
1, Egyptologists have
traditionally dated the
use of Egyptian blue
much later, to Dynasty
4 (2543-2436 BCE),”
she says. “I knew that
if the blue pigment
on the bowl could be
confirmed as Egyptian
blue, and be shown to
have been applied to
the bowl at the time of
its manufacture, that
this would definitively
push back our dating
of the technology to
produce Egyptian blue
to the dawn of pharaonic
history (3250 BCE).”

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

WHAT IT MEANS
Not only was Corcoran
able to identify the
significance of the
bowl because of the
appearance on it of
Egyptian blue, she was
also able to date it 150
years earlier than it
had been previously
dated. The bowl had
been attributed to King
Scorpion, Dynasty 0,
3100 BCE, an early
ruler who preceded
King Narmer, the
acknowledged unifier
of Ancient Egypt. The
hieroglyphs on the
bowl, however, are
more similar to those
associated with earlier
rulers identified at
Abydos by Günter Dreyer
and those found in rock
drawings discovered
by John and Deborah
Darnell at the remote
desert Gebel Tjauti.
Dreyer and John Darnell
(Yale Egyptologist) date
these signs to 3250
BCE. “Darnell said we
should think about
pushing the first dynasty
backwards as well as the
social and technological
advancements of the
time,” says Corcoran.

QUOTABLE
“The fact that Corcoran
has shown that Egyptian
blue appears at the
dawn of Dynasty 0
reveals that the
period is even more
profoundly important
for the development
of pharaonic culture
than we may have
suspected,” says Darnell.
“The same period saw
the development of true
hieroglyphic writing, and
now appears as a time of
profound technological
advancement. Thanks to
Corcoran, we now know
that this inventiveness
extended to great
strides in chemistry and
industry.”
“Corcoran’s discovery
of the use of Egyptian
blue at such an early
period reminds us of the
sophistication of Egypt
prior to Dynasty 1,” says
Rita E. Freed, the John
F. Cogan Jr. and Mary
L. Cornille Chair of Art
of the Ancient World
at Boston’s Museum
of Fine Arts. “It also
makes us wonder how
many other techniques
and concepts central
to dynastic Egypt were
developed earlier.”

EGYPTIAN BLUE?
So what exactly is
Egyptian blue? It is the
oldest synthetic pigment
in the world and made
up of a mixture of silica,
lime, copper and alkali
to produce a blue color
range from light to a dark
hue. It was first used by
Egyptians thousands of
years ago (and later by
the Romans) to color
stone, wood, papyrus,
plaster and canvas
in the production of
beads, scarabs, bowls,
statuettes and numerous
other objects. Egyptian
blue also has a unique
quality that luminesces,
which makes it
important even today
— it is used for security
ink and by scientists for
bio-imaging. “Here’s
a material that dates
back to the earliest
synthetic pigment made
by human hands, and
to think that it still has a
life and a practical use
in contemporary society
is fascinating,” Corcoran
says.

SPEED THRILLS
A middle distance runner with a huge upside led
a slew of Memphis athletes who broke school
records during the American Athletic Conference
Indoor Track and Field Championships in
Birmingham in February. Laforrest Church
smashed the school 800-meter indoor mark
while grabbing a gold medal finish with a
1:48.13. Church, a junior, is considered one
of the rising stars on a national scene in the
800 meters. The 4x400-meter team (Church,
Chris Walker, Alex Klatt and Antaun Andrews)
shattered a school record that has stood since
1983 with a 3:13.55. Senior Luis Hanssler set a
school mark in the heptathlon with 5,445 points.

ON TARGET
Junior Amy Fister took part in her third NCAA
National Rifle Championships in March,
competing in the smallbore discipline. Fister
shot a 570 to finish 42nd overall. Memphis’ team
spent much of the season ranked in the Top 10
nationally. The rifle team supplied Memphis with
its last national champion, which came in 2005
when Beth Tidmore won the air rifle division.
IN THE SWING
Memphis junior golfer Lars van Meijel has been
named one of 30 semifinalists for the Jack
Nicklaus National Player of the Year Award, to be
presented June 2. “He has worked tremendously
hard all season, and this honor is proof that his
hard work paid off in a big way,” said head coach
Blake Smart. van Meijel led the Tigers in scoring
average (71.4 strokes per round).

SP R I NG 2016
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C A M P U S N OT E B O O K
B O O KS H E L F
C A M P U S SC E N E

GOOGLE THIS
Google has named Memphis as
its Tennessee eCity for 2015, citing
cutting-edge research at the Center
of Excellence for Mobile Sensor
Data-to-Knowledge (MD2K) as
one of the reasons.

RESIDENTS’ LIFE
The University of Memphis
celebrated the opening of its new
residence hall, Centennial Place,
with a ribbon cutting Jan. 19. It
houses 780 students and 125
staff from Residence Life & Dining
Services and replaces Richardson
Towers.

DO THE RIGHT THING
Director-producer-actor-writer
Spike Lee filled Rose Theatre with a
riveting appearance as part of Black
History Month in February. Lee is
known for such films as Jungle
Fever, Do the Right Thing and
Malcolm X.

FOND MEMORY
The UofM has established
the Ralph Faudree Assistant
Professorship in Mathematics
in honor of the late UofM
mathematician, provost and interim
president. It is funded in part by
a donation from Pat Faudree in
memory of her husband.

HEALTHY HABITS
Faculty at the School of Public
Health secured a record $4.15
million in new funding for 16
research projects that will focus on,
among other things, adolescent
asthma; improving air quality;
smoking during pregnancy; and
childhood obesity.

No Less Worthy
by Dorchelle Spence (BA ’94, MBA ’12)
Spence’s debut coming-of-age tale — described as a “riproaring good read” by one critic — reminds us all to “trust
our inner voice” when murkiness clouds our future. Main
character Kathy’s life is down the drains. She is teased at
school and runs away from home after a fight with her
mom. Surviving the night means coming face-to-face with
the demons of her mom’s past and the uncertainty of her
own future. Can she come to terms with being fatherless
and her questionable ethnicity? Will Kathy continue her
downward spiral of low self-esteem or find a way out?
“Life’s journey can be tremendously challenging,” says
Spence. “Somewhere along the way, almost all of us reach
a point where we feel as though we don’t quite measure
up to the task or we have a fear that we may not reach our
destination. I wrote this book to encourage young people to
stay the course even when the road is difficult.” (UrbanEdge
Publishing)
Race, Representation & Photography in
19th-Century Memphis: From Emancipation
to Jim Crow
by Earnestine Lovelle Jenkins

BRIDGING GAPS
The UofM has received approval
to build a land bridge from the
Southern Avenue Parking Lot over
the railroad tracks to the Alumni
Mall area. A new Student Rec
Center is also scheduled to be built.

TUBBY TAKES
THE HELM

Jenkins, a UofM associate professor of art, offers a
fascinating glimpse of early African-American communities
in Memphis through more than 120 Victorian-era photos,
engravings and pictorial illustrations gathered from local
and national archives. “My book began as a study of early
African-American photographic culture in Memphis,” she
says. “It connects the past with the present at the local
level, from a national perspective, and also the global. We
see how Memphis is a microcosm of the African-American
experience. The themes that emerge around race relations,
community building and leadership were as critical then
as they are now. It is interesting to see the depth, intensity
and enduring history of African-American contributions to
the city of Memphis from the era of slavery to the present.”
(Routledge)

President M. David Rudd on

new Memphis basketball coach
Tubby Smith: “He is the most
accomplished coach the UofM
has ever hired. For the University
of Memphis and our basketball
program, Tubby Smith is simply the
right guy at the right time.” Watch for
more coverage in our summer issue.
8
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Warning Order
by Joshua Hood (BA ’03)
Hood, a decorated combat veteran, uses his own
experiences in Iraq to deliver an edge-of-your-seat thriller
that will have you ducking for cover. Main character Mason
Kane, a special ops hero with a questionable past, works to
clear his name when he joins forces with the CIA to ward
off an attack by a terrorist group bent on crippling the U.S.
military. “I wanted to write a book that throws readers right
into the flame, and allows them to taste and smell combat,”
Hood says. By all accounts, he does. (Touchstone)
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Dick and Carol Irwin

DYNAMIC DUOS
Our series of profiles of married couples who teach
at the University of Memphis continues with Dr. Carol
Irwin and Dr. Richard Irwin.
Carol is an associate professor and unit coordinator
of Physical Education Teacher Education in the
School of Health Studies. Dick is vice provost for
Academic Innovation as well as associate dean of the
University College and a professor of sport and leisure
management.

How did you two meet?
The Irwins: After growing up in the same hometown,
graduating from crosstown high schools (Carol the
snobby private school and Dick the ragtag public
school), living in the same freshmen dorm, sharing the
same major with an occasional class together (Carol
in the front row, Dick in the back), we met in a bar the
week of Thanksgiving our senior year at the University
of Northern Colorado. About seven weeks later, we
were engaged and married the following summer. That
was 37 years ago!

Did you arrive at the UofM together?
The Irwins: Yes. Dick was lured from Kent State
University to launch the Sport & Leisure Commerce
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

program in the then-Department of Human Movement
Sciences and Education (now the School of Health
Studies). Carol taught physical education at St. Mary’s
Episcopal School and moved to Memphis City Schools
as curriculum coordinator for physical education and
health after completing her doctorate. She began her
tenure track appointment at the UofM in 2007.

Do your areas of teaching and research
ever intersect?
Dick: Yes. Since our bachelor and master’s
degrees are in similar areas, we share several
common academic interests. While we’ve
had the opportunity to publish together on
a few issues, our collaboration on the topic
of constraints encountered by minority
populations within the physical activity of
swimming has yielded the greatest body of
work. Amazingly, little work had been done
at that time in the area to explain the lack of
participation as well as high drowning rates
among these minority groups. We were
fortunate to have the scholarship recognized
on an international level by academic as well
as popular press. Not surprisingly, Carol was
the one chosen by NBC for the prime time
interview in 2012.

Do you give each other advice? If so is
it generally accepted?
Dick: Yes and yes.
Carol: Yes, occasionally.

What are the pros and cons of working
at the same university?
The Irwins: The pros include the Ride Share
program, single parking pass, shared Tiger
Fund account, supporting the same team (go
Tigers!) and lunch dates at Tiger Den (pre-vice
provost role). The cons include sometimes
having to wait for Ride Share (since vice
provost role), both required to pay health care
premium and we’re boring compared to other
couples who work in different places.

Outside of work, do you share many
of the same interests or do you have
varied pursuits?
The Irwins: We both enjoy an active lifestyle
and most sports. However, Carol prefers HGTV
and the History Channels, while Dick is more
interested in CNBC and ESPN. Carol enjoys
baking while Dick prefers to eat. Carol can’t
wait to read books to the grandsons while Dick
prefers to wrestle with them.

SP R I NG 2016
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#GAMEFACE

Lefty Hunter Smith intently studies the plate as he delivers a strike
during a relief outing against Missouri State March 12 at FedExPark,
a game the Tigers dropped 6-4. For much of the season, teammate
Colton Hathcock dazzled on the mound with a 3.63 earned run
average. Despite a young crew, Memphis head coach Daron
Schoenrock molded the unit into a force to be reckoned with
headed into the 2017 season. (photo by Joe Murphy)
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THE (NEXT) SUNDANCE KID

A young UofM filmmaker scores big at prestigious film festival.
By Gabrielle Maxey
Kevin Brooks didn’t get to meet Robert

a director, you have to know how to prepare

at skating,” he laughs.

Redford, but you might call him the next

to get everything situated before you even

Sundance Kid. Brooks, a senior UofM film

touch the camera,” says Brooks, whose short

major, was one of five young filmmakers

film Keep Pushing was chosen from among

chosen to participate in Sundance Ignite, a new

some 300 entries to win the Ignite Short Film

program at this year’s Sundance Film Festival.

Challenge. “It’s like planning everything out in

The program is designed to encourage and

advance. Knowing the color scheme. Color can

anything. They said, ‘true story, powerful story

develop the next generation of filmmakers.

alter the way you receive and watch an image.

about a human being,’” says Brooks.

As a newly minted Sundance Ignite Fellow,

Or what the main character wears. You have to

Razvi voiced the film, and Brooks produced
the music.
Officials at Sundance praised Keep Pushing
for its honesty.
“They said it was like I wasn’t making up

UofM film professor Craig Leake, who helped

Brooks was flown out to the film festival

think about all that before you even turn the

sponsor Brooks’ Sundance application, gives

(founded by Redford) in Park City, Utah, for

camera on.”

the film kudos for the mood it created and its

six days in January. There he attended movie

The six-minute film follows his friend and

beautiful images.

screenings, got industry exposure, and met his

fellow UofM student Husain Razvi and shows

Ignite mentor Sultan Sharrief (writer-director of

the power of skateboarding in his life. Brooks

Bilal’s Stand, a film about an African-American

won last year’s UofM GoPro Film Fest with

Muslim family that had its Sundance premiere

another skateboarding film, Skate is Life. He

“When I would get little toys (action figures), I

in 2010).

also has done several music videos.

would put the toys in different situations and

The young Memphian got the full Sundance
experience.

The original script for Keep Pushing dealt

Brooks got his start behind the lens when his
father bought him a small camera.
“I think I was as young as 5,” he recalls.

just film it and in my head. I was like, ‘That

with three friends and their lives — a

was so cool, my imagination can come off on

“I ran into Nate Parker (actor and director

coming-of-age story, using a skateboard as

screen and other people can watch it and feel

of The Birth of a Nation, the producer Jason

a way of holding on to their youth. But that

what I am feeling.’”

Berman (Little Accidents, The Birth of a Nation)

didn’t work out.

and Elisabeth Moss (Mad Men, West Wing),”
he says.
But, he says, the most important thing was
the opportunity to network.
“We went around and talked to the directors,

“We had a script and screenplay written

Over the next year, writer/director Sharrief
will act as a professional mentor to Brooks,

out with actors and everybody,” Brooks

offering guidance, feedback, support and

recalls. “Then like three days before shooting,

connections.

everybody called and said, ‘Oh I can’t make it.’

“I call him up each month and we talk about

‘I have a wedding to go to.’ I was like, ‘What do

projects I want to do,” Brooks says. “He will

asking them about distributing, how to get your

I do?’ I turned to my best friend Husain and

give me feedback. I can send him screenplays

ideas out there, how to get people to back your

said, ‘We’ll just tell your story. This is you. You

and things like that and he will help me know

projects,” Brooks says. “We learned about the

love to skate. You aren’t the best skater, but you

the steps I need to take to get to where I want

business side of the film industry. Not a lot of

have fun doing it. Let’s just tell an honest story

to be.”

people know about that. They know about the

and see where it goes from here.’”

artistic side, but you got to know about the

Keep Pushing was filmed over two days at

How does Brooks handle all the notoriety
and acclaim as an emerging filmmaker?
“It makes me feel great, but at the same time

other side to be able to get your film shown

Toby Skate Park near Liberty Bowl Memorial

on the screen.” The young filmmaker imparts

Stadium. Brooks used a Panasonic GH4 for

I know that it is just a phase. If I don’t put in the

practical advice, like using kick-starter programs

most of the footage. For the aerial shots, he

work, you know, keep making videos and keep

to finance films.

used a GoPro on a telescopic pole as he

making films, it means nothing. I want to live

He also got artistic feedback.

skated. “I held it up as I was on my skateboard

out my dream of actually having a full-length

“We talked with various directors and they

going around. I can’t afford a dolly or anything

feature film out there.”

gave us tips on how to stay focused and
how to prepare. That’s the biggest thing as
12
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Did he worry about falling? “I’m pretty good
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Sundance Film Festival
winner Kevin Brooks
(photo by Rhonda Cosentino)
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Olympian Cullen Jones works with
Splash Mid-South swimmers.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

20
years and counting

by Gabrielle Maxey

Two decades in, the role of the Hooks
Institute for Social Change in safeguarding
civil rights has never been bigger.
The contributions of African-American men

how important that is, being able to produce

are central to the success of the Mid-South.

an elevator pitch, selling your brand. You have

While African-American men have, and are

the opportunity to take in from people in the

making, profound and significant contributions

professions the steps to being successful –

to our nation, those attending the University of

to understand the core values to step into

Memphis have among the lowest graduation

the professional world, to put your best foot

rates of all groups. “Why not solve this

forward.”

problem?” asks Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for
Social Change director Daphene R. McFerren.
To increase academic, personal and career

Freshman Jason Martin has benefitted as
well. “You get a lot of enlightenment from
every HAAMI session that you attend,” he says.

success among African-American men, the

“With HAAMI, they push you as a person and

Hooks Institute for Social Change launched

they make you believe in yourself more than

its Hooks African-American Male Initiative

anything.”

(HAAMI) last spring. With intense coaching and

HAAMI is just one of the initiatives of the

mentoring of HAAMI participants by faculty,

Hooks Institute, which celebrates its 20th

business and community members, the

anniversary this year. The year-long observation

Hooks Institute hopes to move the needle of

will reflect on the accomplishments of

academic accomplishments of this group.

the Institute’s past and on creating and

“With HAAMI, they stress the importance of

implementing quality programs that preserve

understanding the financials and trying to limit

the history of the civil rights movement and

the use of loans, to really apply yourself so

create positive, life-changing opportunities to

you won’t have to repeat classes,” says Bradley

help individuals reach their personal and career

Cowan, a senior mechanical engineering

potential.

major. “Also, we talk about networking and
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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Success breeds success
The idea for an institute arose from faculty
members of the UofM Department of Political
Science. “I had the privilege of working closely
with Dr. and Mrs. (Frances Dancy) Hooks in
shaping a vision for the work of the Hooks
Institute,” says McFerren. “Not only were they
committed to the work of the Hooks Institute
during their lifetimes, they also bequeathed

Members of the Duty of the Hour production team (from left): Reece Auguiste,
director; Daphene R. McFerren, executive producer; Julian Bond, narrator;
Benjamin Jealous, former CEO of the NAACP; and Tony Dancy, director.

$273,000 to the Institute from their estate.
They have left significant financial gifts to

Healthcare, the city of Memphis, the YMCA

evicted from their sharecropper houses and

the Hooks Institute and other organizations

and Tiger Swimming to increase the number

forced to move into tent cities set up on

to demonstrate the urgent need for minority

of minority children who know how to swim.

donated land, some living there for more than

groups to financially support causes beyond

African-American and Hispanic youth have the

two years.

their personal and family needs.”

highest drowning rates in the nation. Research

The “Mapping Civil Rights History Portal”

Some of the greatest resources in the

shows that low swimming rates are often linked

lets visitors explore defining events and

nation, including people, are located in the

to low-income levels, and that minority children

locations from the civil rights movement. By

Mid-South and right here in Memphis, says

and their parents often have limited access to

clicking on the pins on each location on the

McFerren. “However, it is undeniable that

swimming facilities. Since Splash Mid-South

map, viewers are taken to landscapes, stories

slavery, the Jim Crow era and the plantation

was created in 2009, more than 6,000 children

and photographs of those involved in the

economy that supported Memphis and the

have completed swimming lessons or water

movement.

surrounding counties well into the 20th

safety instruction programs. The program not

The Institute is a sponsor of “Critical

century discouraged implementation of

only aims to save lives, but also to help foster

Conversations,” a series of events bringing

aggressive educational standards for African-

healthier living through exercise.

together students, faculty, staff and the

Americans, and even whites, and inhibited the

The bedrock of Hooks’ programming is its

development of jobs that are propelling growth

efforts to preserve the history of the civil rights

and change. The series has explored such

in other cities,” she says.

movement. Last spring, the Institute hired

topics as the police and social justice, same-

In crafting its programs,

community to discuss issues of social justice

archivist William Love to

sex marriage and sexual assault on college

the Institute focuses on the

work with the Institute and

campuses.

past, present and future.

Special Collections at the

Partnering with the RISE

University of Memphis

tell the story of the civil rights movement

Foundation in Memphis,

Libraries to digitize papers

using 21st century technology to reach diverse

the Hooks Institute has

from Hooks’ collection.

audiences by using multiple platforms. This

sponsored financial literacy

By spring 2017, they hope

spring, the Hooks Institute will launch the

classes to give individuals

to launch a website that

documentary Duty of the Hour on public

a better understanding of

features photographs

television stations across the country. Duty of

money management and

and seminal documents

the Hour is the first documentary to explore

its impact on their futures.

highlighting the Hooks’

the life of Hooks and his dramatic intersection

Joining forces with UofM

lifetime of service to others.

with many defining historical moments in

student organizations
in 2012, the Institute

Benjamin and Frances Dancy Hooks

The Institute’s website
already offers a treasure

Another goal of the Hooks Institute is to

the civil rights movement. The documentary
explores his journey from the segregated

spearheaded a voter registration drive on

trove of information. The “Tent City: Stories

backstreets of south Memphis during the Great

campus that registered 285 students in six

of Civil Rights in Fayette County, Tennessee”

Depression, the Memphis “reign of terror” on

hours.

site explores events that took place from 1959

the black community, World War II and Dr.

through the early 1970s. After registering to

Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination, through

vote, several hundred black residents were

his rise in public life. Other Hooks Institute

For the past eight years, the Hooks Institute
has partnered with Methodist Le Bonheur
16
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Unfortunately, I don’t see a scenario where promoting civil rights
“and
social change won’t be needed in the immediate or distant future,”

says board chair Logan Meeks. “As long as there are issues that warrant
discussion, the Hooks Institute has a major role in that dialogue.”

productions include The Civil Rights Movement:

are issues that warrant discussion, the Hooks

A Cultural Revolution, a film that examines

Institute has a major role in that dialogue.”

how the movement shaped music, fashion

The Institute’s mission of teaching, studying

and culture, and Freedom’s Front Line: Fayette

and promoting civil rights and social change

County, Tennessee, a film on the civil rights

is intended to further the legacy of Hooks’

movement in that county.

public service through preservation of civil

A 2014 Hooks publication, “A Call for

rights history and implementation of programs

Collective Action: Tackling Social Challenges in

that have a real-world, positive impact on the

Memphis,” addressed how economic, racial and

community.

gender disparities may prevent individuals from

“Memphis has some difficult work ahead

reaching their potential. Authored by faculty

to turn its economic, educational and other

members, the publication analyzed census

sectors around, but it can be done,” says

and other data to explain the challenges facing

McFerren. “The Hooks Institute will put its

people, and called for cooperation among the

shoulder to the wheel to create the change

University, business and government to help

we want to see to make Memphis great in this

solve systemic problems.

century.”

Other Institute programs include hosting

In keeping with its efforts to positively

1960s, the Hooks Institute sees this century
as a new frontier with formidable challenges

conferences, symposia, lectures and promoting

influence the academic experiences of African-

facing our community, nation and world. As the

local and national scholarship on civil and

American male students, the Hooks Institute

lifetime of civil rights activism of its namesake

human rights.

honored Brownsville, Tenn., native Marvin R.

demonstrated, hard work, perseverance and

Ellison, CEO of JCPenney, at the Institute’s

meaningful alliances create lasting change. This

annual “Join Hands for Change” gala in April.

is a great template from which to shape and

The gala’s theme, “Empowering, Supporting

implement the work of the Hooks Institute.”

“Make Memphis great this century”

and Celebrating African-American Men:
The Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social

Triumph through Perseverance,” highlighted the

(Like other interdisciplinary centers at the

Change was created in 1996 with Hooks’

contributions of men such as Ellison, a UofM

UofM, the Hooks Institute heavily relies on

donation of approximately 300 boxes of

alumnus who has achieved significant personal

donor and grant dollars to fund its programs.

materials from his personal documents.

and professional success.

Members of the Hooks Advisory Board help

The items span his career as a lawyer,

“I would like to see the Institute concentrate

to raise funds for Hooks Institute programs

judge, civil rights activist, the first African-

on our youth. That’s where you’ll be able to

to supplement grant, donor and University

American commissioner of the U.S. Federal

see the greatest growth later on,” says Patricia

dollars. They also help shape and evaluate

Communications Commission and executive

Hooks Gray, daughter of the late Dr. and

programming to help ensure that the Institute’s

director of the NAACP. The Institute’s advisory

Mrs. Hooks. McFerren adds, “Splash Mid-

programs are relevant and impactful to the

board was created in 2008.

South and HAAMI demonstrate the Hooks

communities they serve. To learn more about

“Unfortunately, I don’t see a scenario where

Institute’s commitment to planting seeds

the work of the Institute, visit memphis.edu/

promoting civil rights and social change won’t

for future harvest of individual potential of

benhooks.)

be needed in the immediate or distant future,”

the community’s youth. While many human

says board chair Logan Meeks. “As long as there

and civil rights gains were made during the

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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NEW
TIGER
IN
TOWN

The past two seasons, Memphis football has landed on the map.
New Tiger coach Mike Norvell has already charted a promising course
with 24/7 exuberance and a knockout first-year recruiting class.

By Bobby Hall

Since the seventh grade, Mike Norvell has

place,” said Norvell during his introduction to

known he wanted to be a football coach. When

media and Tiger fans on Dec. 4. After a couple

and where? There was no way to say. But he

of months on the job, he added, “This is the

always remembered the advice of a coaching

most comfortable I’ve ever been in my life.”

mentor who told him to “prepare every day like

As for that graying hair?

you’re a head coach.”

“I’m on the fast track in a lot of areas,” he

As the dream played out, and an energized

says, smiling. “The gray hairs? I don’t know how

Norvell was advancing rapidly in the profession,

long I can hold ’em off. I’ve definitely got the

he realized that if and when a head coaching

salt-and-pepper deal going, and we’re salting it

opportunity were offered, the “fit” needed to be

up more and more every day.”

as near perfect as possible. He had to be sure.
The native Texan is confident that he’s

And much like an incoming freshman,
he’s learning more about the University and

found the right combination for success at the

community every day. For example, there’s

University of Memphis. At age 34, he’s now the

that historically infamous campus landmark

youngest head coach in the NCAA’s Football

paralleling Southern Avenue that has affected

Bowl Subdivision – and with hair already salted

and frustrated the lives of generations of

with gray.

students. That would be the Norfolk Southern

“This is the perfect time and the perfect

Railroad track, of course, just north of the

“This is the perfect time and the perfect place.”
18
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photo by Nikki Boertman/The Commercial Appeal
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Athletic Office Building.
“We’d just landed at the airport and were
headed to campus in (deputy director of
athletics) Mark Alnutt’s truck when he asked me

with our program, and the fine young men that

will follow. That’s what we mean when we talk

represent the University of Memphis and the

about family.

City of Memphis,” Bowen said. “We will continue

“We want to see people succeed on and off

to maintain our competitive excellence as a very

the field. We want to get to know our young

good football program going forward.”

men. My goal for them is that in 10 years, we’ll

After his first meeting with the team, Norvell

be texting back and forth. Because if that’s

if I’d heard about the train,” Norvell recalled, with

was even more comfortable with the new job

happening, then we’ve built a great relationship.

a grin. “I looked at him and said, ‘Nothing was

description atop his résumé – head coach.

And if that’s happening, then success has

mentioned in the interview about a train.’”

The perfect fit
In 10 years as an assistant coach, Norvell
had been considered a rising star, especially
during the last four years at Arizona State
University where he was offensive coordinator,
quarterbacks coach, and served as deputy head
coach two seasons for Coach Todd Graham.
“There have been opportunities that have
been discussed as to places I could have gone,”
Norvell says, “but I was in such a great situation
that any move had to be right. It had to be all
about ‘fit’ and all about ‘family.’”
Norvell was quickly sold on the opportunity
with the Tigers after a hastily arranged interview
in New Orleans with UofM administrators and

“When I stood in front of the players, that was

occurred in their life, no matter whether it’s on

kind of when it really hit me,” he says. “It was

the field or in the classroom . . . it’s something

such a great feeling and a great first meeting.

that’s very important to me.”

Getting to look in those players’ eyes and to
know that this was our football team. I told them
I was honored to be their coach, and that I know
it’s a tremendous responsibility.”
Norvell understands that there can be many
versions of “family” when it comes to
playing winning football and defining
pathways that extend deeper into life.
“I believe in three core values –

The reception has been exactly what he’d
hoped, but came as no surprise.
“I’ve had friends who have worked here and
when I was coaching at Tulsa, we played here,”
says Norvell, who is transitioning to Memphis
with his wife, Maria, and 23-month-old
daughter, Mila. “I’ve always thought
this was a limitless opportunity
and a limitless job. And with the

service, sacrifice, respect,” he says.

administration’s commitment to

“If we can be a football team that

football, and the winning culture

displays that, and if that can be

that’s been established, and the

the focal point of who we are as

excitement from the fan base

people and as a program, success

and the alumni, there are great

representatives.
“You can do as much research as you want,
but any time you make a major decision, there’s
a little bit of a leap of faith,” he says. “It’s there
for the University taking a chance on a first-time
head coach, and for me to have peace of mind
and in my heart.
“When I heard them express the vision for
where we all wanted to go, it was all in line with
what I was looking for. It was the right fit and the
right place.”
The comfort level was also high for University
President M. David Rudd and Athletic Director
Tom Bowen.
“We’re thrilled to have brought one of the
best young coaches in the country to Memphis,”
Rudd said during the welcome for Norvell. “I
have no doubt that he will take our program to
the next level.”

“I believe in three core values
– service, sacrifice, respect.”

Bowen agreed.
“I believe Mike is the perfect fit for what we
are building and will continue to build here
20
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expectations here. That’s why I wanted
this job.”

“We are going to play
smart, fast, physical
and we are going to be
passionate about finishing
in everything we do,
and we’re going to do it
together as a family.”

Where pride
meets passion
Norvell’s life has been jam-packed with a love
of football.
“I guess growing up in Texas, you’re kind of
born with it . . . it’s always been in my blood,” he
says. “I’ve been playing or coaching every year
since I was 5 years old. I love this game.”

Chomping at the bit

Never mind that he was always undersized

Norvell inherits a revitalized program that

for the sport. He offset any shortcomings with

excelled under the guidance of coach Justin

an off-the-charts level of passion and motivation
that have remained driving forces in his coaching
style.
“My mom liked for me to be active,” says
Norvell, who grew up in a single parent
household in the Dallas area. “I wasn’t the
biggest guy, but I just loved the game, and I
loved watching the Dallas Cowboys. I remember
starting out as a tight end and a defensive tackle.
As the years went by, that kind of changed to
running back and quarterback.
“When I realized there weren’t a lot of 6-foot,
160-pound quarterbacks in the world of college
football, I really focused on playing wide receiver
and defensive back. I had an opportunity to go
play in college, and I had a great experience
doing that.”
The college opportunity came at the
University of Central Arkansas where Norvell
walked on and earned a scholarship on the
way to becoming a four-year starter, setting the
school record for career receptions (213) and
achieving athletic and academic honors in the
Gulf South Conference.
The collegiate coaching trail that led him to
be the 24th head football coach at the UofM
began as a graduate assistant at UCA in 2006.
There were stints at the University of Tulsa
and the University of Pittsburgh on Graham’s
staffs before ASU. But Norvell’s awareness and
appreciation of a coach’s role began in youth
leagues and high school.
“The game has provided everything for me,”
he says. “The coaches that I’ve had have been
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Fuente, who led the Tigers to a 10-3 record
father figures . . . guys who have invested in me

in 2014 and 9-3 mark in 2015 and two

. . . they’re the reason I’ve wanted to be a

consecutive bowl games before leaving for

football coach. Everything in my life and the

Virginia Tech. Norvell is eager to continue the

decisions I’ve made have pointed to where I am

climb that included an 8-0 start in 2015, with

now. I hope that one day my players will look at

rankings in the Top 20 nationally, and produced

me the way I looked at my coaches.

the winningest two-year stretch in school history.

“If I can help pour my heart and soul into

“A tremendous job has been done here

them, and see them be successful on and off

before me, but we haven’t achieved all the goals

the field, and do that by building tremendous

and aspirations of where we want to go as a

relationships, I will have accomplished the goals

program,” Norvell says.

for why I have chosen this profession.”
Graham remains a huge fan of Norvell,

“I’m coming into a great situation. I wanted
the opportunity to come into a program where

who was a key offensive staff member for his

there were high expectations. Some coaches like

teams at Tulsa, Pittsburgh and Arizona State.

going in where there aren’t many expectations

Graham, who worked with Norvell for nine

and you have to build it yourself. Every situation

years, told Sports Illustrated: “Mike is the best

is different.

assistant football coach I’ve ever had. He’s the

“To me it’s all about the commitment level

total package when it comes to understanding

and the vision. I believe that this university and

offense, defense and then recruiting. He’s just

this administration is committed to seeing our

off the charts.”

program advance further. We talked about the

In 2013, the Sun Devils’ offense ranked 10th

next step. I want to be part of a program that

nationally in scoring (39.7 points per game), and

continues to elevate itself, not just coming in

in 2014 ranked 16th in the nation (37 ppg). In

and sustaining success.”

his four seasons at ASU, the Sun Devils averaged
38.1 points per game.
“We are going to play smart, fast, physical and
we are going to be passionate about finishing
in everything we do, and we’re going to do it

As much as success depends on recruiting
and preparation of game-day strategy and
constant evaluation, there’s much more from
Norvell’s perspective.
“I love coaching football,” he says. “I love the

together as a family,” says Norvell, who will

X’s and O’s, but if you took the relationships out

receive $1.8 million for the first year of a five-

of the game of football, and all I had to focus on

year contract.

were the things that happen between the white

Cont. on pg 52
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MEMPHIS’
NEW
VISIONARY
BY ANITA HOUK
Last October, Jim Strickland
scored a knockout — unseating
an incumbent officeholder to
become mayor of Memphis —
but even bigger challenges lie
ahead for this UofM alumnus.
It would be pretty hard to beat Jim
Strickland’s 51st as a great birthday. He’d
recently won the Oct. 8, 2015, election
with 41.55 percent of the city vote. He was

PHOTOs BY RHONDA Cosentino

assembling his transition team and lining up his
action plan, because, come New Year’s Day,
he’d be inaugurated as mayor of Memphis.
What possibly could top all that as a
memorable gift come his Oct. 29, 2016,
birthday?
How about a recount?
“People come up to me all the time and say,
‘I voted for you!’” declares Strickland, his warm
chuckle rising.
“I’ve been thinking I will ask for a recount,
because 90 percent of the folks seem to have
voted for me.”
Apparently Mayor Jim “I-Can-SeeRichardson-Towers-From-My-House” Strickland
feels the love.
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Being brilliant
at the basics

Love at first sight
Strickland asks no more of citizens and city

Seated in his seventh-floor City Hall office

government than he does of himself. He, too,

that overlooks the Hernando de Soto Bridge

has focused on the basics in his life, including

and Mississippi River, the mayor speaks of his

community.

loves — family, career, sports, politics — and his
mission.
“Memphis has so many great things

His lifetime of volunteer efforts range
from the St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen
to the Memphis Botanic Garden, and span

going on, including FedEx and the UofM and

wide involvement with legal and leadership

development in Downtown and Midtown,” he

organizations. He’s been involved and devoted

says, admittedly excerpting his stock talk about

to UofM, including being on the boards of

Memphis.

directors of the Tiger Scholarship Fund and

“Parks are getting better — Shelby Farms
and Overton Park — and we have one of the
top zoos in the country; strong amenities with
the museums; it’s the home of AutoZone and
International Paper.

Alumni Association.
As he swivels in his city executive chair, he
appreciates the mementos that surround him.
“I’ve got a lot of UofM things here:
bobbleheads; pictures of me and my son with

“But we have serious challenges.”

various former University of Memphis coaches;

The challenges are deeply rooted; the

an autographed helmet from the 2007 New

remedies, elusive. Yet, Strickland is undeterred.
“Our challenges are so long-standing: violent

Orleans Bowl by Tommy West; a Final Four
mug from 2008, which I actually went to. I’ve

crime, poverty, poor education – these things

been to two Final Fours, in 1985 and 2008.”

have developed over decades. So it’s hard to

So for him, what better first date option to

turn things around immediately. It’s going to

offer a woman than a UofM outing? That’s how

(pronounced Melany), who lived in a

take some time to solve these problems.

it went with Melyne Smith.

neighboring guesthouse, jogged by. Making

“

As Strickland and Kustoff arrived, Melyne

haste with happenstance, Kustoff introduced

In my mind, cit y government needs to be brilliant at the
basics, which are police, fire, trash pickup, answering
911 calls, paving stree ts, filling potholes. If we can be
brilliant at the basics and drive down the crime rate and
clean up the blight, this cit y will take off with grow th.”

the two.
“It was love at first sight, at least for me,”
Strickland says. “It took many months to
convince her. Our first date was to a UofM
football game, October 1994. Home game.”
Two years later, on Sept. 21, they wed at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
“Funny thing,” Strickland says. “Since then,

“In my mind, city government needs to

“David Kustoff, my law partner and

I’ve realized she’s not a big sports fan. But to

be brilliant at the basics, which are police,

friend, introduced me to her on a blind date.

fire, trash pickup, answering 911 calls, paving

Well, it was supposed to be a blind date.

streets, filling potholes. If we can be brilliant at

We actually first met on Harbert Avenue in

Catholic Church, live near the UofM. Strickland

the basics and drive down the crime rate and

Central Gardens, outside the home of Bill

says he enjoys walking around campus with

clean up the blight, this city will take off with

Gibbons (who would serve as Shelby County

Rosey, the family’s rescued Lab-mix, and that

growth.

District Attorney General and as Tennessee

it’s a treat when the kids — James, 14, and

Department of Safety & Homeland Security

Kathleen, 10 — come along. Walking is a good

“Focus on the basics,” he stresses.

this day, we have season tickets.”
The Stricklands, who attend St. Louis

Commissioner).”
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former governor of Georgia, was running as a
Washington outsider and reformer, and he beat
Republican incumbent President Gerald Ford.
“I really paid attention to that race and,
being Catholic, I also started reading about
President John F. Kennedy, who was Catholic.
(Strickland was born in Mishawaka, Ind., 11
months after JFK was assassinated in Dallas.)
“I read JFK’s book Profiles in Courage (1957,
Pulitzer Prize). I read his political speeches.
And I was inspired.”
As he mastered the academics of youth,
Strickland tested himself, wading into the
available political waters. He graduated from
Christian Brothers High School in 1982, and
way to balance a hectic day, he believes — at

Bingham — introduced her to Strickland. As

earned a BBA magna cum laude in 1986 and

least, it used to be.

acquaintances, their paths have crossed for

a juris doctorate with honors in 1989 from

University and community involvements.

the UofM.

“I’m trying to get the balance going again,”
admits Strickland-the-average-citizen. “I play

Bingham appreciates that Strickland,

some tennis. I need to get back to walking.

a Democrat, partnered with Kustoff, a

government offices, and in his senior year,

Republican, in friendship and profession.

served as president. He participated in the

“I’m not an extrovert, so I need alone time. I
think I’m friendly, but not super outgoing; so, I
need some time just to be alone.”

Humble … but tough

During college, he was elected to student

“

I read JFK’s book Profiles in Courage ( 1957, Pulit zer Prize ).
I read his political speeches. And I was inspired.”

The balancing act for Strickland-themayor started right after election day. He
formed a transition team, led by Emily Greer,
chief administrative officer at ALSAC, the
fundraising arm of St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital; Mitch Graves, president and CEO
of HealthChoice LLC; and Dr. Rosie Phillips
Bingham, UofM vice president of Student
Affairs.
“These three great leaders emphasized

She came away from the transition team

and the Model United Nations. In 1984, he

ability to be both humble and tough, and

interned with State Reps. Dan Byrd and Alvin

was particularly impressed with his caring

King, both D-Memphis, and later worked on

and sincerity.

political campaigns for Byrd and Steve Cohen,

“I believe he wants fresh eyes on old

now U.S. Representative for Tennessee’s Ninth

problems,” she says, “and that he values a

District, which is entirely within Shelby County

diversity of opinion.”

and includes most of Memphis. In January,
Strickland attended President Barack Obama’s

hiring great people,” Strickland says. “Frankly,
I’ve been able to surround myself with topnotch folks who can get the job done. That
gives me peace of mind and time to focus on
big-picture types of things.”
Years ago, mutual friend and now-retired
vice president of Student Affairs Dr. Donald
K. Carson — “A very principled man,” says
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experience mildly surprised at Strickland’s

From the ABC s to JFK

State of the Union address as Cohen’s guest.
“After I graduated, I started getting more and
more involved in campaigns, more involved in

Beneath Strickland’s inevitably toughened-

the local Democratic Party,” he explains, “and

by-experience hide beats the idealistic heart

at age 30, in 1994, I was elected chairman of

of a 12-year-old lad, who listened up when his

the Shelby County Democratic Party.”

mom’s family in Gary, Ind., talked presidential
politics in 1976. Democrat Jimmy Carter, a

Professionally, Strickland served as adjunct
instructor at the UofM School of Law, clerked

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

“

After I graduated, I started getting more and more involved
in campaigns, more involved in the local Democratic Party.”
federal stimulus funds intended to invest in
local jobs and transportation.

“It was a packed crowd at Central BBQ
downtown,” resident Brenda Somes recalls.

“In college, I got to meet him, and drove

“Mayor Strickland was gracious to come out

him to the airport after one of those trips. He

when he wasn’t feeling well, and everybody

autographed that picture for me,” the mayor

appreciated it.

recalls.
“I remember when he spoke to us, he

“He talked about trying to attract people
back to Shelby County, about how we need

stayed afterward to answer questions from

a broader tax base, and he talked about gang

students for a long period. He didn’t have to

control in neighborhoods. He was open to

do that. I was always impressed by how much

answering questions, and he got a very warm

time he gave.”

reception. We stood and applauded.

Must be Strickland’s turn now.
First thing out of the chute, the mayor

“Everybody was excited, really hopeful,”
Somes concludes.

for Tennessee Supreme Court Justice William

found himself juggling crime crises, police cam

H.D. Fones, and practiced law at Glankler

reassessment and huge budgetary surprises —

(Anita Houk is a Memphis-based freelancer

Brown from 1990 to 1998. He and his college

and he was feeling under the weather, to boot.

who was a writer for The Commercial Appeal

friend started Kustoff & Strickland in 1999,

It was cold. It was dreary. It was January in

from 1979 to 2007. She has been a Pulitzer

where Strickland practiced law until Dec. 31,

Memphis. And the Downtown Neighborhood

Prize nominee multiple times and was a winner

2015.

Association invited him for a chitchat.

of a Fulbright Award for Professionals that sent

Elected to the City Council in October 2007

her to Japan for work from 1987-1988.)

and re-elected in 2011, Strickland served as
Council vice chair in 2013 and chair in 2014
before making his bid for mayor, officially a
nonpartisan position. He asked Alan Crone, a
friend since college, to be Special Counsel to
the Mayor.

Biden his time
Another memento dear to Strickland is a
30-year-old photo of then-U.S. Sen. Joe Biden
of Delaware.
“Super nice man,” says Strickland. “When
I was in college and in law school, Joe Biden
came to campus. Twice.”
Coincidentally, Vice President Biden revisited
Memphis this year to tour the Memphis
Regional Intermodal Facility, supported with
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Eyes of the Tiger
It has been said that the roar of a Bengal tiger
can be heard from as far away as two miles. In
Memphis, it is a sure bet that the roar of TOM
tiger, the live Bengal mascot of the University of
Memphis, has rumbled through the hearts and
souls of Tiger fans throughout the Bluff City, as
well as thousands of miles away.
Since 1972 with the introduction of a Bengal
tiger cub dubbed TOM (Tigers of Memphis),
Tiger fans have adored and come to love the
mascot that has become an everlasting tradition
at the University of Memphis.
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FACT 1

FACT 2

FACT 3

The idea for a live Tiger mascot came in 1972

TOM II had a somewhat inauspicious debut.

The death of TOM II in 2008 made national

by way of former Memphis football head coach

The Highland Hundred introduced the

news, which quickly led to the arrival of

Fred Pancoast who thought it fitting for the

3-month-old cub at a home football game

another young cub. “Jeff Kozlowski (of the

school to have a live Bengal. Then Highland

against the University of Alabama on Nov.

Wisconsin Big Cat Rescue and Educational

Hundred President C. Cleveland Drennon

16, 1991. Just after TOM II was taken out of

Center) saw it on a crawler on ESPN. He called

led the drive to secure a Bengal cub, which

his trailer, a band member clapped a cymbal.

the next day and said, ‘We’d love to give you

was first housed in the garage of booster Bill

“It scared the fool out of him,” laughs Bobby

a tiger to be your next mascot,’” says TOM III

Proctor and closely guarded by Proctor’s hound

Wharton, TOM II’s guardian and former

guardian Scott Forman, also a former Highland

dog. As TOM grew, he found a new home at

Highland Hundred president. “We had to coax

Hundred president. Three cubs had been

the Memphis Zoo.

him out from under the trailer.”

unexpectedly born at the Wisconsin facility.

FACT 4
TOM II was housed at St. Nick’s Farm and
Zoological Park in Collierville, but a population
boom in the Memphis suburb meant a new
facility had to be found. TOM III lives in an area
south of Memphis on land provided by Jeff
and Mary Kunz. It includes swimming pools, a
dedicated water well, a climate-controlled den
box, a veterinary facility and multiple security
features. TOM III has it made in the shade as
his habitat is still considered one of the nation’s
top private facilities.
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FACT 5
The bronze Tiger statue that is located outside
the University Center was modeled after TOM
III and is almost identical. “TOM III has an
unusual alignment of stripes on his tail, which
you can see on the statue,” current guardian
Scott Forman says.
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Recent UofM grad John Bursi extracts
water from the ground while Dr. Brian
Waldron, director of the Center for Applied
Earth Science and Engineering Research,
observes. (photo by Rhonda Cosentino)
32
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underneath Shelby County is that if you took

usage are food and beverage, electronics

all the water out of the aquifer and put it on

manufacturing, pharmaceuticals and chemical

top of Shelby County like a bathtub, it would

companies. In the food and beverage

reach the top of Clark Tower. That’s how much

industry, where water is to be consumed, it is

water we have,” says Dr. Brian Waldron, UofM

obvious why high-quality water is needed. For

associate professor in civil engineering and

chemical, pharmaceutical and semiconductor/

director of the Center for Applied Earth Science

electronic industries, where water is used for

and Engineering Research (CAESER). “You can

cleaning, very pure water is used so it doesn’t

market this great water and its high quality, but

stain products or leave a residue. Most times,

everyone needs to remain good stewards of

water has to be pretreated for these uses —

the resources we have. That’s where University

especially if it is pulled from a river or other

of Memphis comes in.”

source — by a process known as reverse

CAESER’s research examines the

Hundreds of feet below the surface of
Memphis lies an ancient secret, strong enough
to quench this city’s thirst for industry and
take a segment of its economic development

groundwater to take a holistic view at how

pushing the water through a semipermeable

it replenishes itself, and how it interacts

membrane. Then, the water must be

with surface water systems and supports

pretreated again before it can enter a sewer

ecosystems. Although researchers know how

system. This can be costly, but not so much in

much water is being extracted — nearly 200

Memphis.

million gallons a day in Shelby County — they

the Blue Stream Task Force and the Greater
Memphis Chamber of Commerce to open
the floodgates to industry that would benefit
directly from the Memphis aquifer, without
compromising this rare treasure’s abundance
and extraordinary quality.
Holding 57 trillion gallons of nearly perfect
water beneath Shelby County, the aquifer is 800

not having to put the chemicals, detergents

into it through rainwater recharge.

and softeners in it,” says Mark Herbison, senior
vice president of economic development for

“We don’t want to overdo
it and become flagrant in
our practices and pollute
the water. We provide the
expertise and nonbiased,
scientific research in hopes
to drive good decision making
by utility managers, policy
makers and elected officials.”

feet thick, or — to use a Memphis landmark —
two Clark Towers high. A thick clay layer on top
doesn’t let contaminants permeate through. The
quartz sand underneath acts as a filter to create
a water that is of exceptional high quality and,
due to its slow movement through the sand,
a water that is 2,000 to 3,000 years old. This
makes for great tasting, high-quality water that
could be used for the food and pharmaceutical
industries and others. Since 1886 when the first
artesian well was dug by the Bolen-Huse Ice
Company in downtown Memphis, people have
known Memphis water is special. It is drinkable
straight out of the ground.
“The metric we have used to help people
visualize the amount of Memphis aquifer water
34
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“You save a lot of money here in Memphis,

have little information on how much is going

from a trickle to a gusher. Researchers from
the University of Memphis are working with

osmosis, which eliminates contaminates by

the Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce.
“A lot of companies make their own reverse
osmosis water and use it purely.” He says that
because of Memphis’ high-quality water, the
reverse osmosis membranes can be used up
to five to 10 times longer, which is a great costsavings to industry.
The reusability of Memphis water makes
it attractive as well, as research suggests
post-processed water can be reused three to
five times by industries, which is much longer

“We don’t want to overdo it and become

than most places, says Waldron. This is a great

flagrant in our practices and pollute the water.

benefit to industries as they strive to become

We provide the expertise and nonbiased,

more water-use conscious.

scientific research in hopes to drive good

The Chamber has researched potential

decision making by utility managers, policy

economic sectors and has narrowed

makers and elected officials,” says Waldron.

possibilities to states where there are drought

The Blue Stream Task Force was convened

conditions with significant industries. They

by then Memphis Mayor A C Wharton in

are starting in two states where industries

2015 to protect surface and groundwater and

are using huge amounts of water – Ohio and

examine ways the resource can be used to

Louisiana.

create jobs, enhance recreation and promote

“They use by far the most water for

commerce. The task force is seeking additional

industrial processes in the country. A lot of

funds to support aquifer research, as well.

that is fracking and a lot of that is chemical,

Industries targeted for high-quality water

pharmaceutical manufacturing and food

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

and beverage. We are doing an awareness

local experience of studying such a rarity as the

campaign through mail and electronic media

Memphis aquifer.

to those who make the real estate decisions in
these companies,” says Herbison.
Points they raise include: the abundance

“The computer recharge model will tell us
where groundwater likely seeps out of the
replenish the aquifer,” says James Eason, an

the low sewage treatment costs, FedEx, five

earth sciences student working on a master

railroad hubs, the river port and the centrality

of science in geology. He goes into the field at

of Memphis.

various locations in West Tennessee twice a

municipal water system, much less industry. An
in-depth cost analysis of Memphis water versus
Minnesota’s water distinguishes Memphis as a
superior place for companies. The Chamber is
focusing on site location consultants and real
estate brokers around the country assisting
companies with moves, as well as the broad
industry sectors mentioned. The goal is not to

jobs and invest money here.
“We are embedding the water story with the

“It is a complex system
and we can’t put
ourselves down where
it is to understand it.
We have to study from
above, and this is why
developing the computer
model is important.”
“It is a complex system and we can’t put

No corrosive characteristics

Low presence of chemical compounds
or runoff compounds

Low microbial presence

ourselves down where it is to understand it.
We have to study from above, and this is why

other stories about Memphis, the amenities,

developing the computer model is important,”

the distribution hub and the other things

he says.

we use to convince companies to put their

(measurable characteristics)

Low levels of dissolved solids/minerals

take water to other areas, but to bring industry
to Memphis and hire local people, create local

Quantitative

month to collect data.

most of the water out of the river system and it
has to be pretreated even before its use in the

Good Water*

ground and identify critical areas that help

of Memphis water, its quality and good price,

Herbison cited Minnesota, where they pull

Qualities of

The team working on the water project

Nearly neutral pH/just slightly acidic

Qualitative/subjective

logistics facility and their fulfillment center

includes civil engineers, environmental

(“beauty pageant

or their manufacturing plant or research and

scientists and geologists, each with a unique

development facility here,” says Herbison. “The

characteristics”)

role. The chance to cross departments on a

water becomes a differentiator most areas are

project of this magnitude is rare, and Eason is

not able to put in their sales pitch.”

grateful for the multidisciplinary approach.

In turn, boosting Memphis’ economic drivers

“For water research, the Memphis aquifer

can likely provide needed research funding

is a great place to study. CAESER is one of the

toward improving an understanding of our

frontrunners of any campus, leading centers

groundwater system, addressing threats to

on a collegiate level doing this kind of work,”

its quality before they become a reality, and

he says.

Good clarity

No smell

addressing its long-term sustainability through
determining aquifer recharge from the rain

(Ginger H. Porter [BA ’90] is a Cordova, Tenn.-

and preventing overuse. CAESER has been

based freelancer who also writes for St. Jude

funded for 25 years by Memphis Light, Gas

Children’s Research Hospital and Memphis

and Water and the municipalites of Collierville,

Medical News. She was the editor of Good

Germantown, Millington and Bartlett.

Health Magazine for The Commercial Appeal

Graduate students are working at CAESAR

for five years and was a student writer for The

to conduct field research and create computer

University of Memphis Magazine from 1989

models to mimic field observations, thus

to 1990.)

creating a valuable service as they have the
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Good taste

*Memphis water has
all of the qualities listed
- Dr. Dan Larsen,
chair, Earth Sciences
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he old woman pushed the buggy

I unlocked the glass. They pointed at the
Newport, then the Marlboro, asking for a
price. They spread their coins on the table and

when his wife got cancer. He thought the
management job would be safer.
It had taken awhile, but Mark and I

toward my register, where I stood holding

started counting. The good smokes were too

had gotten used to working together. He

the scanner. The rubber on one wheel had

expensive. They asked what brand I smoked.

considered himself a “freight swinger,” which

ripped, so there was a scraping sound. The old

“I’ve never had a cigarette in my life,” I said.

meant he was fast at stocking shelves. He did

woman kept pushing. She was deaf, or at least

They seemed disappointed. I wiped sweat

not mind me daydreaming as long as I ignored

I assumed she was. She came in every day to

from my nose. It was thirty minutes before

his constant personal phone calls. “Just don’t

get shortbread cookies, canned cat food, and

closing, and I was ready to leave.

get caught,” he would say.

white bread. It was summer, so sweat gathered

They pointed at the cheapest brand,

Mark was marching from the toy aisle. He

along the neckline of her pale blue blouse.

Cheyenne. I told them Cheyennes were

asked me if anyone was still in the store. I

There were gray strands in her ponytail she

actually cigars, and most customers

remembered the old woman. “I think there’s

had tried to roll underneath.

commented on how disgusting they were.

someone still in here,” I said.

After paying for her items, she pulled out
a notebook and flipped to a clean page. Her

Both girls shrugged. “It don’t matter,” they said.
That made me think of my life in Grenada. I

pencil moved across the paper, and she

had never been outside of Mississippi. It don’t

showed me what she’d written.

matter. Those were the words of a town caught

Mark looked at his watch. As he inhaled, his
shoulders pushed forward. His voice touched
every wall. “Fifteen minutes,” he called.
I sprayed a paper towel with some clear

between imprisonment and freedom. Ninety

solution and started wiping the counter. Before

of drunk driving. She wrote that she had never

minutes north, and I could be free. Memphis

we could leave, Mark had to count the money,

been arrested in her life or even drank alcohol.

would take me, dress me, and feed me. Thirty

and I had to mop. Mark and I could not hear

“My son used to drink,” she wrote. Honestly, I

minutes west, and I could be in the Mississippi

anything. No one was pushing a buggy. No

wanted her to take the groceries and leave. But

Delta. Grenada was a wilderness. Being so

one was walking. Mark began to look around

she kept moving her lips and lifting her arms

close to both Memphis and the Delta created

the store. I put my elbows on the counter and

above her head. She had never before been

a purgatory for most people. I wondered if the

exhaled.

this energetic. After a while, she put her palm

girls would make it out.

She had been pulled over under suspicion

in front of my face and walked back into the

One girl began to pick up coins off the

“Simon,” Mark called. “Come here.”
I was at the first cash register. It faced

counter. “Hurry,” the other girl said. They

the entrance and parts of the food section.

laughed and snorted. I remembered being

People would disappear in the candy aisle. I

years, ever since I graduated from high school.

like them. All the young faces I once knew

passed the cigarette case and the other two

I took the job because my dad left, and my

had gotten fat or moved someplace better. I

registers that were never used. I called them

mom needed help. She had never stopped

asked again if the girls wanted the cigars before

ghost registers because after work there would

needing help, so I stayed. This was around the

sliding the box across the scanner.

be alien writing across the monitors — white

store. She had forgotten something.
I had been working at the store for ten

same time I put down my trumpet. It was still

I did not ask for their identification. I typed

algebra equations across two black screens.

in my apartment, sitting in a corner, dressed

in my birth date, June 1, 1989. They counted

in dust. My mother once told me something

exact change and smiled at each other before

toward the candy aisle. Mark was standing next

about putting away childish things. I thought

walking out with the pack of nasty cigars. I

to the old woman. She was sitting in a green

she was talking about my horn.

looked at the clock. The thick arrow was on the

lawn chair, holding her notepad. Two tied

nine and the slim arrow was holding the jaw

plastic bags were at her feet. Mark looked at

at the register, looking behind me at the case

of the eight. It was about twenty minutes until

me with his index finger inside his ear. “Is she

of cigarettes, white girls, smiling and whispering

closing.

deaf?” he said.

“Excuse me,” someone said. Two girls stood

to each other. I knew what was happening.

Mark, the store manager, walked from the

The gray stuff from the wheels led me

My shoulders lifted. “I guess so,” I said.

They were either underage, trying to see if they

back of the store. He was taller than me, and

could get away with buying a pack at this store,

bald except for the few blonde straws gathered

or they had just turned eighteen and this was

above his ears. His top front teeth were

hands were kneepads. “Ma’am, you can’t be

their first legal purchase. I chose to believe

missing, and the rest of them had black stains

here.”

the former. There was something about their

around the gums. I assumed it was because

faces — something new.

of his smoking. He had been a cop, but quit
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“What are we going to do?”
Mark looked at her, then leaned forward. His

The old woman pressed her middle finger
against the metal bridge connecting the round
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frames of her glasses. I had assumed she

Mark tapped his thumb over the phone’s

her nostrils lifted.

could read lips, but her silent stare made me

screen. He said who he was before telling

“She’s crazy,” Mark said.

think she could not.

them about Ida. “It’s not the store on

“No, she’s not,” I said.
“Oh. I know her,” the officer said. “Yeah. We
met the other day.”
Ida reached up and wrapped her fingers

“

All right. If she’s not
out of here in five minutes,
I’m calling the cops.”

around my wrist. Sounds hung from her lips
like cobwebs. She was pointing at him.
“She’s still angry because I pulled her over,”
the officer said. Mark checked his watch again.
“She told me that no one hears her,” I said.
The officer was holding his belt buckle as he
got closer. His eyes were tight like mine when I
pretended to care, but something was different

“Let me try,” I said.

Commerce,” he said. “It’s the one on

about his expression. His face was weak as he

“All right. If she’s not out of here in five

Lakeview.” A series of high-pitched sounds

looked upon her.

minutes, I’m calling the cops,” Mark said.
I pointed at the notepad in the woman’s

came out of the phone. “Thank you,” he said.
“Thank you very much.” He looked at me.

hands and asked for her name. “Ida,” she

“What did they say?” I said.

wrote. “Can I use this?” I said. She nodded. I

“Oh, they’re coming,” Mark said. “They’ll be

found a blank page and with the pencil wrote

here any minute.”

“I’m sorry,” he said. “I was having a bad day.
I didn’t mean to offend you.”
Ida released my wrist, reached up, and
started hitting the officer on the chest. His
arms were lifted above his head. “I’m sorry,” he

my name and that if she did not leave soon,

The lights in the building faded. The three

my boss would call the police. She read the

of our shadows connected, filling the aisle with

I wrapped my arms around her shoulders.

note but did not write back. Mark appeared

darkness. I began to think about what Ida had

She put her face under my neck. Her body was

with his cell phone in hand, dialing.

said. “No one hears me.” I wanted to try and

shaking. “Let me take her home,” I said, looking

gather her meaning, but it was like oil dripping

at the officer. Ida’s fingers were tugging my

from cupped palms.

sleeve.

“Don’t worry about it,” he said. “I’ll call the
cops now.”
“Wait,” I said. “She’ll communicate with me.”
Mark lowered the phone. “I’m not gon’ wait
much longer,” he said.
I pointed at the notepad, then to myself.

There was light behind the aisle in front of

said. “I’m sorry.”

My thoughts began to coalesce. I

the freezer. I turned Ida’s chair, took the pad,

remembered practicing scales. I remembered

and walked into the light. I asked again what

what it felt like to reach a high C above the

she meant. She read the note and gave the

staff. Old notes vibrated through my arms. It

She let me take it again. I asked her what was

same reply. I realized that perhaps the wrong

was the beginnings of what I wanted. Ida had

wrong. What she wrote back — at first — was

questions were being asked. So, I asked if she

let me hear. I wanted to hear more.

difficult to read. The letters were thin and

would let me hear her. She wrote, “Soon you

connected like a black string: “No one hears

will hear.” Frustrated, I asked about her son. I

before leaving. I wrote Ida and told her I

me.”

asked if he could come and take her home.

would take her home. She smiled, nodding

She read but did not reply. Her pencil crossed

in agreement. I helped her stand before

the knuckle of her middle finger.

getting the bags at her feet. Outside the store,

Ida was looking at me, hoping I understood.
I did not understand. All I could think about
was the warm, sweet smell of candy filling my

The officer who arrived was a black man. He

The officer spoke with Mark a few minutes

I noticed cigarette butts and empty bottles

nostrils. Hersheys, Snickers, and Junior Mints

was tall, and his head was shaved. His uniform

across the parking lot. Ida lived down the

filled the shelves around us. I wanted to go

was tight, which caused him to walk with his

street. “Trailer,” she wrote.

home and have my midnight meal. I asked her

shoulders.

The trailer park seemed to burrow down

what she meant. Again she wrote, “No one

“What’s the problem?” he said.

into the earth. The crickets were a symphony.

hears me.”

“We’re supposed to close, but she just

She pointed at the old mobile home. My

“What’s she saying?” Mark said.

won’t leave,” Mark said. “Simon, what was she

headlights revealed the blue trim around

“I don’t understand what she’s saying,”

writing?”

one of the windows. I helped her take her

I said. “Go ahead and make the call.”
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I looked at Ida. Her eyebrows were low, and

groceries inside. I put the bags on a table in

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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her kitchen. She seemed to be a clean woman.

was beginning. I thought maybe it was a new

cat curl against the couch pillow. I imagined the

The china was stacked in an antique cupboard.

beginning.

cat speaking to me. Its voice was an echo, a

The linoleum was smooth under my feet. A

Ida came back with two cans of Chef

pebble skipping across my eardrums. It spoke

tawny cat tapped its way toward my leg. Its tail

Boyardee beef ravioli. It was better than the

of Crayola and Play-Doh, things I once knew. I

wrapped around my ankle.

pack of ramen noodles I had at home. She

remembered getting my trumpet. My parents

Ida snapped her fingers toward the cat and

washed out a pan and set it on her hot stove.

bringing it home one day like a little brother. It

watched it run into the living room. She put

I walked to her couch and sat. My uniform

was the professional, full silver I always wanted.

her hand on my stomach. I nodded, telling

shirt was still damp from sweating. “Are you

I knew how much it cost them.

her I was hungry. She walked to the kitchen,

from Grenada?” I said. She was attaching a can

giving me time to look around. I noticed she

opener to one of the cans. I had forgotten she

ravioli. I took one bowl, making sure the fork

did not have any pictures. There was not

was deaf.

stayed inside. I pushed my lips out and blew

much clutter or collections. It was as if her life
39
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There was no television, so I watched the

Ida scuffed toward me with two bowls of

before eating. She waited on me before
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

she began.

have time.” I wiped tears from my cheeks. “It’s

After a few bites, I put the bowl on the table
in front of me. I needed to talk even if Ida did
not understand. “I remember riding around

It was time for me to go. It was dark out but

this town,” I said. “It eats people. That’s why

clear like the surface of a black marble. I got

Dad left.” I did not want the tears.

in the car and turned the ignition. As I drove, I

Ida sat beside me and put her arms around

with my friends,” I said. I dabbed my wrists

me. She had heard me. Our hug became a

against my eyes. “We had so much light in our

mountain, our breathing a slurred grace note.

eyes. I guess we thought we had time. We did

“Thank you,” I said.

heard a voice. It told me to keep driving north.
I listened.

About the author
Anthony André Larry II is a first-year MFA student whose main concentration is fiction. He was born and raised in Grenada, Miss., where his
mother instilled in him a love of books at a young age. He is a late bloomer when it comes to creative writing; his first attempt at a short
story didn’t happen until well into adulthood. “The inspiration for ‘I Heard Her at the Dollar Store’ comes from a string of years working in
multiple variety stores in my hometown,” says Larry. “The regular customers all felt they knew me and opened up to me in surprising ways.
I was able to see and empathize with different points of view through these everyday people.” His approach to writing is different from story
to story. “I try to approach each piece with the same level of enthusiasm,” he says. “I would say it all starts with the characters.” Larry says his
professors have been extremely helpful in making suggestions. “In fact, the ending of this story came largely from a conversation I had with
Cary Holladay.” And, he adds, “My fellow MFA students are always so helpful and go out of their way to provide me with constructive criticism
and advice to make my work better. That is what the program is all about.”
About the illustrator
Taylor Holland is a senior from Brighton, Tenn., who majors in graphic design. She typically does general graphic design, but also dabbles in
photography and random crafts when she has spare time. “Working with my hands is sometimes a welcome break from the digital world,”
she says. Holland also served as an intern in the UofM Division of External Relations. Her inspiration for illustrating “I Heard Her at the Dollar
Store” came from the connections made between the characters. “Their relationships and personal storylines genuinely made me take a step
back and think for a moment,” she says. “I also believe that being from a rural Southern town, I related in a lot of ways to the main character.”
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GINA SWEAT (BPS ’00, MPS ’13)

FIRED UP

FOR GINA SWEAT, REALITY HAS
EXCEEDED HER DREAMS.

Fire Department
Director Gina Sweat
will be asking her
leadership to look
for ways to improve
services, efficiency,
effectiveness and safety.
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“When I heard that the Memphis
Fire Department had just started hiring
women as firefighters, I was surprised
because when I was growing up, being
a firefighter wasn’t something little girls
dreamed of doing,” she says. Not only
did Sweat join the Fire Department
in 1992, she became its first female
director in January.
She was only the fourth woman to
join the department (now there are
more than 50).
“There was another female in class
with me, which helped,” says Sweat. “I
would say the men were very cautious
around me at first, and I’m sure they
were concerned about my ability to
do the job. I think when the men
saw how hard I was working, they
embraced me as a team member.”
The academic work at the fire
academy wasn’t too hard, but the
physical requirements were tough,
she says. “I came from an athletic
background, playing collegiate
basketball, and I think that really
helped me. Being smaller in stature
and not having brawn like a lot of
the guys required me to really focus
on proper techniques and finding
different ways to get things done.”
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When Sweat was still a rookie, one of her close friends was trapped
under bales of paper at a fire. It took 46 minutes to get him out, forcing
him to retire. “Not long after that I was on the scene at a high-rise fire
where two firefighters were killed. These two incidents were definitely
eye-opening experiences for me,” she says. “I learned that you can never
be too careful and that you have to pay attention to details, especially
regarding safety. Everybody on the scene has the responsibility to watch
out for each other’s safety.”
She rose steadily through the ranks, with promotions to driver,
lieutenant, battalion chief and division chief.

JANIS WILSON (BA ’72, MA ’76)

I LOVE A MYSTERY
JANIS WILSON REMEMBERS GOING TO THE LIBRARY when she was in
fourth grade and asking where the murder mysteries were.
“The librarian chewed me out and told me it was inappropriate for
me,” recalls the writer, TV commentator and former trial lawyer. “I love
mysteries and puzzles and figuring things out. It’s why I enjoyed being a
litigator. You have to piece together what had happened.”
Wilson was inspired by films where a plucky reporter digs up stories
on corrupt officials.
“Film noir is one of the reasons I so enjoy mysteries,” she says. ”There
was never any question that I wanted to be a newspaper reporter. Really
I wanted to be a dame as depicted in film noir so I could wear satin
dresses, go to nightclubs and date mysterious men.”
After graduating from then Memphis State, Wilson worked as a
reporter for several papers. Hoping to combine her loves of journalism
and politics, she took a job in Harrisburg, Pa. The stories she covered
involved endless hours in court, where she had the chance to observe
the best and worst legal minds. In covering a celebrated murder trial, an
attorney admitted to not knowing he had to file a brief with the court.
“I figured if he could make it through law school, so could I,” Wilson
remembers. She graduated from Temple University School of Law and
went on to try cases in and around Philadelphia.
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So what makes a good director?
“First and foremost, I care about the service we provide to the
community, but probably more importantly I care about our firefighters
and paramedics. I have made strong relationships with people during my
career and have held steadfast to my values. I think my ability to focus
on small details and how they relate to the overall mission of the fire
department are critical.”
Being first at anything adds pressure, Sweat says.
“I do feel a sense of responsibility to lay a solid foundation so other
women can have similar opportunities. But more importantly, I want to
be a director that the firefighters are proud of and willing to support.”

Janis Wilson was
a featured speaker
at RipperCon,
an international
conference on the
investigation of
Jack the Ripper’s
crimes.

Wilson has appeared on the Investigation Discovery Channel program
Deadly Affairs episodes “To Catch a Cheat,” “Spellbound” and “Playing
with Hearts.” She also has been a commentator on the ID Channel’s
Nightmare Next Door episode “Bloodshed in Biloxi.” Recently she was
on episodes of Evil Stepmothers and Scorned: Love Kills.
Her first short story, “The Devil’s Triangle,” was published in Death
Knell V, an anthology of mystery fiction.
In 2013, she was a delegate to the Jack the Ripper conference in
London, marking the 125th anniversary of the grisly, still unsolved killings
in the city’s Whitechapel district. Wilson, who now lives in Baltimore, had
been captivated earlier when she took a Jack the Ripper tour.
“Whitechapel is like a rabbit warren,” she says. “We followed a man
in a coat with a gas lamp. There was no light except from gas lights.
I’ve never seen that kind of darkness. It was so phenomenally dark that
I understood how this killer was able to get away from the police so
quickly and so easily. That’s when I decided to find out more about the
people involved.”
The “Ripperologist” recently finished her first novel, Goulston Street.
You might guess the subject.
“I answer the question of who I think Jack the Ripper was,” she says.
When she finished, she popped a bottle of Veuve Clicquot champagne.
“You don’t get anywhere if you don’t celebrate small achievements.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

MIKAH MEYER (BM ’09)

Professional singer
Mikah Meyer is
offering to sing at
churches during
his National Parks
journey.

THE ROAD MORE TRAVELED

“LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO DELAY YOUR DREAMS.”
That’s one of the lessons Mikah Meyer took away from his father’s
death in 2005 when Mikah was 19. So this spring, the classical singer
and traveler is embarking on a quest to become the youngest person
ever to visit all 409 U.S. National Parks.
“My dad never got to retire, and one of the things he loved was road
trips, so it feels like a fitting action,” says Meyer. “My first independent
road trip was scheduled for what ended up being just days after
his funeral, and I’ve done a road trip every year since to honor that
experience.”
Meyer had been planning to make the National Parks trip when he
turned 30, in 2016. This year also marks the 100th anniversary of the
National Park Service. He also discovered that the parks had a generation
gap issue.
“I learned that the National Park Service has a problem attracting
young and diverse visitors,” Meyer says. “In a recent CNN article, they
noted that the average age of a National Parks visitor has been increasing
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

and is now in the mid/late 50s. So I did a little research and learned that
the youngest person to ever visit all 400+ parks was 50 years old when
he finished. By setting a world record, I figured I could attract younger
generations to visit the parks, particularly if I document the journey on
social media. As a member of the LGBT community, I also like the idea
of breaking stereotypes and encouraging other diverse people to visit the
parks.”
Meyer has been working since 2014 to raise the estimated $100,000
to $200,000 it will take to fund the journey. “All the experts all told me
I’d likely need to double or triple that amount, but I’m used to doing
budget travel, so I’m up for the challenge,” he says.
He calculates the trip will take about three years, with a finish date in
spring 2019. Fittingly, the National Parks Conservation Association — a
nonprofit that advocates for the National Parks — celebrates its 100th
anniversary in 2019, making it a centennial-to-centennial road trip. Follow
the journey at www.tbcmikah.com.
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AT HOME
ON THE
RANGE
By Greg Russell
Editor’s note:
When reporters set out to write a story, they normally have several individuals they hope to
interview; oftentimes, one or two of the sources can’t be located. Such was the case with a story I
wrote for the UofM Magazine in 1999 — but that one source I couldn’t find led to a 17-year search,
a mystery I couldn’t quite solve.
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t was almost as if the 6-foot-5-inch,
231-pound defensive tackle had
disappeared into thin air.
While writing a story in 1999 on
former University of Memphis football players
who went on to star in the NFL, I set my sights
on nine former Tigers. They included Dave
Hathcock who played in Super Bowl I for Vince
Lombardi and the Green Bay Packers; Tim
Harris, a defensive back who led Memphis
to the No. 1-ranked defense in the nation in
1983; and Harry Schuh (of “Boo Hoo I Lost
My Schuh” fame) who was the highest Tiger
ever drafted at No. 3. But of the nine players
I sought to interview, there was one I couldn’t
reach: Rick Ackerman, who played for Memphis
from 1978 through 1980 and later for Oakland
and San Diego in the NFL. I tried contacting
his parents, high school football coaches and
former teammates. Search engines on the
Internet weren’t filled with the billions of bits of
information common today, so no luck there,
either. And then there was this:
Attempting to locate Ackerman through
Oakland’s sports information department,
then-Raiders owner Al Davis told me, “I have
been looking for him for years. It is like he has
disappeared from the face of the Earth. If you
ever find him, let me know. I need to talk to
him.”
So a man as powerful as Davis couldn’t
locate him either?
With deadlines looming, I moved on, but
Davis’ comments had piqued my interest —
and my imagination: had he absconded with
the church funds, become a mercenary in
some foreign country? Who knew?
Out of curiosity, I tried again in 2003, 2006
and again in 2009, thinking that as the Internet
grew, surely his name would surface. But each
time, nothing.
Then, about five months ago, as Paxton
Lynch’s name began being tossed around in
regards to the NFL draft, I again thought about
Ackerman. This time, though, I hit upon a
story about a country and western and blues
musician named “Rich” Ackerman who was
playing music festivals in Wyoming. But the
story had an interesting side note: this singer
also was a former NFL player. Several days of
trying to reach him again proved futile, until
one afternoon, a Midwestern-sounding voice
on my messages matter-of-factly said, “This is
Richard Ackerman, I understand you’ve been
trying to contact me … ”
My 17-year search was over.
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Jubal Sackett by Louis L’Amour. When I got
through with that book, I decided I would
move to Wyoming and live that whole
mountain man, cowboy lifestyle. So I loaded
up my horse trailer and moved West.
“I moved here to Laramie and rented a ranch
north of town for a number of years. I bought
part of that ranch and built a trapper cabin
on about 74 acres, surrounded by a bunch
of ranches. I run my dogs, horses, and live
like a mountain man. I do a lot of fishing and
hunting in the mountains. To be riding in the
mountains is my favorite thing to do.

“You get these
mountains in your
blood and it is hard
to be anywhere else.”
When I called Ackerman later that day, he
went on to describe his disappearing act.
“When you play football in the NFL and
you’re dedicated to it, its takes up your hunting
season and all your time,” he says. “I wanted
to get back to the things I loved, like living in a
small town and hunting elk with a bow.
“I grew up in dairy farm country
(Bloomingdale, Ill.), but after my playing days,
I went back home and they had bulldozed
everything, put up strip malls and subdivisions.
I didn’t want to go back there.”
He says that it was a book he was reading
during training camp with the Philadelphia
Eagles in 1988 that helped chart his future
course.
“It was my last training camp. I was reading

“Everyone thinks I am dead, but I have been
in Wyoming homesteading the whole time. I
really didn’t purposely try to disappear — it is
just so remote up here.”
At Memphis, Ackerman played under Richard
Williamson and alongside Keith Butler, Bob
Rush and Earnest Gray.
“I was sort of a renegade in those days,”
Ackerman recalls with a sharp laugh. “Coach
Williamson had a tough time corralling me
at times, but Coach (Murray) Armstrong, we
called him the dorm daddy, he would come
around every morning waking us up, kick the
door open, and yell, ‘Come on Ackerman, time
to go to college.’ He pulled me aside and said
to me, ‘I don’t give a damn what you do, but
don’t let this crap get in the way of your NFL
career because you are going to get a chance,

but if you keep screwing up you are going to
blow it.’ I remember that was a big thing for me
when he said it. I followed his advice.”
Ackerman got his chance in the NFL with
San Diego as a free agent in 1981.
“My first year with San Diego, I started
against the 49ers and Joe Montana. It was
nationally televised and I started at left
defensive end. It was a battle. Every time we
got the ball, we scored; every time they got
the ball, they scored — except for one series
in the fourth quarter. Joe rolled out to his right
and jumped to throw the ball. I came flying in
there and hit him and had him in the air and
I remember hearing the ref say, ‘Don’t do it,
don’t do it!’ and I just pile-drove him into the
dirt. They took him out of the game and that
was the one series they did not score. We won
the game and (Coach Don) Coryell gave me
the game ball.”
In Wyoming, Ackerman is now known more
for his music than football.
“I play a lot of country and western and
blues. Most of what I do now is solo stuff, just
me and my guitar, playing all around Wyoming.
And I do a lot of fundraisers.”
Ackerman has even done shows with blues
legend Carl Weathersby.
He says it all comes back to his love of the
outdoors.
“You can live in bigger cities and make more
money, but I live reasonably and simply, a
true quality lifestyle,” he says. “You get these
mountains in your blood and it is hard to
be anywhere else. The landscape, I can see
four different mountain ranges from my front
door step — I am north of Laramie a ways. I
purposely don’t tell people where I live.”
No wonder he’s been so hard to find.

Former Tiger football player Richard Ackerman went from careers
with the San Diego Chargers and Oakland Raiders to his current
“mountain man” lifestyle.
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AROUND THE UNIVERSITY

ALUM’S
PAINTING
CAPTURES
ESSENCE
OF Uof M
CAMPUS
If you walk into the office of President M.
David Rudd, you will find yourself suddenly in
the center of campus. A large acrylic painting,
“Around the University of Memphis,” hangs
on the president’s wall, providing a colorful
360-degree view of some signature UofM
landmarks, including the University Center,
Clock Tower, Ned McWherter Library, Wilder
Tower and FedEx Institute of Technology.
The 48x48-inch work, by Memphis-based
artist David D. Lynch, was commissioned by
the UofM Alumni Association as a gift for Rudd
on his investiture last year.
“I was overjoyed when Alumni asked me
to do this painting for the president, and I’m
glad that I could give back in any way for the
opportunities and education that the UofM
has given me,” says Lynch, an Art Department
alumnus. He counts art instructor Richard
Knowles as one of his main influences. In fact,
Lynch credits his art classes at the UofM with
launching his career in art and in becoming a
professional painter.
Rudd was equally as pleased to receive the
painting.
“Since arriving in Memphis, I have been
captivated by David Lynch’s work,” he says.
“He provides a powerful visual that is uniquely
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Memphis – its energy, vitality and creativity.”
The painting took Lynch about six weeks to
complete. “There was a good deal of detail
work needed to capture each of the buildings
and landmarks on campus,” he says.
While it’s hard to put a label on his style,
Lynch calls it “contemporary landscapes.”
He has painted such iconic Memphis
scenes as Beale Street, AutoZone Park, the
American Queen riverboat, a Grizzlies game
at FedExForum, Downtown Memphis, the
Rendezvous, the Orpheum Theatre, the
Mississippi River and The Arcade Restaurant.
“Most times my art pulls from influences
of traditional landscapes, cubism, abstract
expressionism, art nouveau and impressionism,
then bunches them into one,” he says. “Years
ago, I thought of a piece where you were
gazing up at the sky and viewed buildings in
your peripheral vision, then place them in a
circular arrangement on a square canvas. The
University campus was the perfect fit for this
idea. It had been quite a while since I’d been
on campus, so when I began researching for
this piece, I couldn’t believe how much the
campus had changed. Unbelievable!”
Two of Lynch’s main influences are music
and travel. On his website he writes, “Being

from Memphis, it was inevitable that this city’s
soul and rhythm course through my veins and
influence my art. Along with music, as I travel
through different countries, I immerse myself
in their culture, incorporating aspects in each
new painting in hopes of adding a touch of
international flavor.”
He has worked with such charities as St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, STAX
Academy, the Grizzlies Foundation, BRIDGES,
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Habitat for
Humanity and the American Heart Association.
Lynch has produced art for the 2009
Memphis Redbirds Yearbook, Beale Street
Wine Race posters and multiple covers of
Memphis Downtowner magazine.
“Around the University of Memphis” prints
and note cards are being sold at More than
Words gift shop in Germantown. The product
line may eventually expand to other items. A
portion of the proceeds from sales will go to
support activities of the Alumni Association.
“The product line is unique to Memphis and
has special meaning,” says Kristie Goldsmith,
director of Alumni and Constituent Relations.
For more information on “Around the
University of Memphis” items, call (901) 6782586.
— By Gabrielle Maxey
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FAMILY AFFAIR

Tommy Towery (top row,
far left) and family have
many UofM connections
dating back decades.
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By Tommy Towery (BS ’68, UofM staff member, 1988-2008)

When I entered Memphis State University
in 1964, tuition was $82.50 a semester and
women were not allowed to wear shorts on
campus. It was a common sight to see them
walking from their dorms to the Fieldhouse
wearing raincoats to cover up their gym
outfits even on the hottest and sunniest
Memphis summer days. Courses were
selected by pulling IBM punch cards. The
unwritten rule was never take any course
taught by a professor with the name of a color
or an animal. The only course I failed in my
four years of study was taught by an animalnamed professor.
Two years of ROTC was mandatory for
all males. I joined Sigma Alpha Chi, a local
military fraternity, and entered into the
advanced AFROTC program. Four years later
I walked across the stage and was handed
my BS degree in news editorial journalism,
and was commissioned a second lieutenant
as a member of a record-breaking 1968
commissioning ceremony for 45 new Air
Force officers.
Though I had earned my private pilot’s
license through the AFROTC program, I ended
up spending my 20-year Air Force career
as an Electronic Warfare Officer on B-52
bombers and RC-135 reconnaissance aircraft,
logging over 5,000 flying hours flight time.
Highlights of my career included bombing
missions in Vietnam and participation in
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

the Libyan bombing campaign in 1986 while
stationed in England. I retired as a major in
1988 and moved back to Memphis where I
worked on the University’s microcomputer
support staff and the staff of the Tennessee
Small Business Development Center. I then
became the local technical support provider
for Communication and Fine Arts, where I
remained until my retirement in December
2008. During those 20 years, I thoroughly
enjoyed teaching computer classes and as an
adjunct professor in journalism.
Upon graduation from Bolton High in
1995, my daughter Tiffany also enrolled at
Memphis. Though her original major was
music education, she later changed course and
eventually earned her degree in journalism in
2000. During her college days, she worked
on the staff of The Daily Helmsman, just as
I had worked on the staff of the Memphis
Statesman. Her degree paved the way to
joining me on the Communication and
Fine Arts staff as the public relations and
community outreach coordinator from 2004
to 2006. She is now the mother of twins and
resides in Escondido, Calif., with her husband
Greg, who also studied at Memphis.
I was divorced in 1994 and in 2001 married
Sue Tucker, whose daughters Jamie and
Beckye had also studied at the UofM. Sue and
I are True Blue Tiger fans. Since 1989 I have
been a season ticket holder for football games,

and have had basketball season tickets since
the Tigers moved to The Pyramid in 1991. Sue
and I are proud to be members of the Alumni
Association and donate yearly to the Tiger
Scholarship Fund.
During my association with University sports,
I attended the last football game played at
Crump Stadium and the first one played at the
Liberty Bowl. I attended the first basketball
game in the Mid-South Coliseum, and the first
and last basketball games in The Pyramid.
I also attended the first basketball game in
FedExForum. I was present when the Tigers
beat Ole Miss in football for the first time
in 1967, and when Memphis beat Peyton
Manning’s Tennessee Vols at the Liberty Bowl
in 1996.
After retirement in 2008, Sue and I started
traveling and have been to Hawaii six times,
several European countries, and have taken
13 ocean cruises. I have edited and published
nine books on B-52 bomber crew stories and
four about growing up in my hometown of
Huntsville, Ala. It would be an understatement
to say that Memphis State University, now the
University of Memphis, has had a major impact
on me becoming the man I am today.
Are you a UofM alum who has great stories to tell
about your days on campus? We’d love to hear from
you for possible inclusion in a future magazine. Email
Greg Russell at grussll@memphis.edu for details.
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Take Your Seat Campaign
We invite you to become a permanent part of the new Music Center at the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music by naming
a seat for yourself or someone you wish to honor. The $40 million, 40,000-square-foot building will be located on
Central Avenue near the UofM Holiday Inn and more than double the space of the current 50-year-old building.

Select a Naming Opportunity Level
Nameplate Examples

$2,500 Level

Includes a nameplate on a seat in orchestra or other premium section of the
performance hall. Donor’s name will also be included on a special Donor Wall
Recognition plaque, which will be prominently displayed in the new facility

1

Given by
the family of
Jane and John Smith

2

In Memory of
Mr. John E. Smith

3

In Honor of
Dr. Jane Smith
Class of 1975

$1,000 Level

Includes a nameplate on a seat in the performance hall
All seats will be assigned based on the order in which the gifts are received.
Seat plaques may be purchased using an installment plan of up to 4 years.
Gifts made to the New Music Center Seat Campaign are tax deductible.
Gift disclosures: Seat name recognition does not guarantee reservation of
particular seat for future performances. A five percent fee is assessed on
gifts to support university administrative costs.

If you are interested in other naming opportunities, such as student
practice rooms, please contact Katherine Goliver at 901.678.4372.

Ways to give
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ONLINE

PHONE

To make your gift online,
simply visit our secure site:
memphis.edu/musiccenter/takeyourseat.php

Call 901.678.3953 with your credit or debit
card information to create an installment
plan to pay over four years.

memphis.edu/musiccenter

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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FLASH

BACK
Former Tiger center
Ronnie Robinson,

known as “The Big Cat,”
snatches a rebound as
teammate Bill Laurie looks
on during a 72-60 win over
Saint Louis at the Mid-South
Coliseum on Jan. 13, 1973.
Robinson was instrumental in
then Memphis State’s run to
the 1973 NCAA championship
game against the Bill Walton-led
UCLA Bruins, a game the Tigers
dropped 87-66.
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1967
In April, the Atlanta History Center hosted a
multimedia retrospective of Boyd Lewis’
nearly 30 years in Atlanta journalism. Lewis
(BA) retired in 2014 after 14 years teaching
middle school English in Los Angeles. Before
that, he served as news editor of Atlanta’s most
militant black newspaper for three years and as
a photojournalist for such publications as Time,
Newsweek and Cosmopolitan. Lewis spent 17
years in public radio news and two years as
a news writer for CNN. There have been four
exhibits of Lewis’ photography in Atlanta and
three in California.

1971

Mark Miller (JD) was named
to the 2016 Best Lawyers
in America in the area of
commercial litigation.

1978

Jerry W. Taylor (BA), a partner in the Burr &
Forman law firm, was named to the board of
directors of the Tennessee Justice Center. The
Center is a nonprofit law firm that provides free
legal services to Tennesseans in need. Taylor
concentrates his practice in the areas of health
care law, administrative law and commercial
lending.

John W. Smith (BS) authored Dark Dreams,
a collection of 17 dark fiction short stories. He
also coordinated and edited the anthology A
Dark and Stormy Night. Smith is an awardwinning journalist and is retired from the Air
Force.

Dr. Kathy Tuberville (BSEd, MS ’82),
director of the Avron B. Fogelman Professional
Development Center and faculty member in
the UofM Department of Management, was
recognized in the Memphis Business Journal’s
“Super Women in Business” list.

1972

1980

Dr. Linda Nichols (BA)
was named a Fellow of the
Gerontological Society of
America. She is a professor
in the Department of
Preventive Medicine in the
College of Medicine at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center. She also is
co-director of the Caregiver Center at Memphis
VA Medical Center.

1974

B. Douglas Earthman (JD), an attorney with
Glankler Brown, was elected a Fellow of the
American College of Bond Counsel.

1975
Maria A. Holmes (BA) was appointed
associate dean of the Sam Houston State
University Honors College. She and her
husband, Frank Holmes (BA ’75), live in The
Woodlands, Texas.
Martin F. Thompson (BBA, JD ’78) joined
the labor and employment law firm Fisher &
Phillips as a senior attorney.

1977

R. Hunter Humphreys (JD) of the Glankler
Brown law firm was elected to the American
College of Real Estate Lawyers.
50
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Richard Alan Bunch (JD) authored the book
Gazing Anew: Collected Poems 2011-2015. It
includes such poems as “Lest We Forget,” “Arts
of Love,” “Sister Skyla,” “Cora,“ “Karma,” “At the
Cafe Figaro” and “Jakinda.” He also has finished
a new play titled Pele‘s Lover, set in Hawaii.
Tim Finnell (BBA) was
honored by the Memphis
Business Journal when his
company, Group Benefits LLC,
was selected for the inaugural
Pacesetters Awards. The
awards recognize the fastest growing private
companies in the Memphis area. Finnell is
president and founder of Group Benefits.
He holds the designations of Chartered Life
Underwriter (CLU) and Chartered Financial
Consultant (CFC).

1981

Ward Mayer (BBA), managing director with
Raymond James & Associates, was named to
the annual Financial Times “FT 400.” The list
includes top financial advisers among national,
regional and independent broker/dealers.

1983

Turney P. Berry (BA/BLS),
a partner with Wyatt, Tarrant
& Combs, has been elected
into the National Association of

Estate Planners & Councils Hall of Fame.
Jerry Speight (BFA) wrote the two-volume
novel What Mattered Most. A full-time artist
and writer, he is a professor emeritus of Murray
State University.

1985

Walter Roop (BBA),
president of Roop Financial
Services, qualified for the Top
of the Table of the Million
Dollar Round Table (MDRT).
Top of the Table status is
the highest level of MDRT membership and
recognizes life insurance and financial services
professionals who demonstrate exceptional
professional knowledge, client service and
ethical conduct.

1986

Craig Butler (BBA) earned
the Certified Workforce
Development Professional
(CWDP) designation from
the National Association of
Workforce Development
Professionals. He has more than 25 years of
experience in executive-level human resources
management in the retail, health care and
financial industries.
Mari Burns Lee (MFA) produced a selfpublished book, The Rain Crow Quintet,
a history of five farm families in northeast
Kentucky. She donated a copy of the book to
the Robertson County Library in Mt. Olivet, Ky.

1987

Amy J. Amundsen (JD), a partner in the
law firm of Rice Amundsen & Caperton,
authored two scholarly articles for national
journals. “Removing the Parachute: Recent
Trends in Alimony Modification Part I and II”
was published in the American Journal of
Family Law and “Balancing the Court’s Parens
Patriae Obligations and the Psychologist-Patient
Privilege in Custody Disputes” was published
in Journal of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers.
Howard A. Caplan (JD) was
selected as a Legal Elite in the
area of business law by Florida
Trend magazine. He is an
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
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attorney with Lewis, Longman & Walker, where
he focuses his practice on commercial law,
intellectual property, business, franchise, real
estate and technology law.
Kevin Key (BA) is chief deputy officer for
Memphis City Court Clerk Kay Spalding
Robilio (BA ’73, JD ’80). He is a former
Shelby County Criminal Court clerk who retired
after a 34-year career.
Philip Macdonald (BA, MPA ’91) joined
EndoGastric Solutions as vice president of
healthcare economics. He has more than
two decades of experience in healthcare
economics and reimbursement.

1989

R. Scott Williams (BA) wrote a biography
about Richard Halliburton, world-traveler,
author and lecturer. He is director of
marketing and communications at the
Newseum, a museum of news and history
in Washington, D.C.

1990

Kirk Caraway (BA, JD ’97)
was selected for inclusion
in The Best Lawyers in
America 2015 in the
field of employment lawmanagement. He is a partner
in the law firm of Allen, Summers, Simpson,
Lillie & Gresham.

1993

Michael Compton (BA, MA ’95, MFA ’97), an
instructor in the UofM Department of English,
wrote a mystery novel, Gumshoe, released
through The Journey Press. He ran a Facebook
promotion in which he would donate to local
charities when people posted photos of
themselves with the book.
Frank D. Robinson Jr. (BFA) received the
fifth annual Emmett O’Ryan Award for Artistic
Inspiration presented by Metropolitan Bank.
He was nominated by the Memphis Brooks
Museum of Art.
Gurtej Sodhi (MBA) received the 2015
Chief Information Officer Award among large
private companies from the Nashville Business
Journal. He is chief information and strategy
officer as well as corporate executive vice
president for Crye-Leike.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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1995

2001

JoyceAnn Gardner (BFA) of Snow Lake,
Miss., received a $500 grant from the
Mississippi Arts Commission to update and
enhance her website, www.joyceanngardner.
com. She is an adjunct art instructor at
Southwest Tennessee Community College
and has shown her work locally, regionally and
internationally.

2002

Craig A. Cowart (JD) joined the Memphis
office of workplace law firm Jackson Lewis as a
shareholder.

1996

K. Brandon Bell (MFA) designs virtual sets
for the Tony Awards. He created the first virtual
set in 2011 when the show moved from Radio
City Music Hall to the smaller Beacon Theatre.
Living in Memphis, Brandon does interactive
web design, photography and motion graphics.

1997

Heather B. Koury (BA) received the
American Institute of Architects (AIA)
Memphis 2015 Francis Gassner Award.
The chapter director for AIA Memphis,
Koury was recognized for her outstanding
contributions to the architectural fabric of
the Memphis community.

1998

Heather G. Anderson (JD) met the
requirements of Tennessee Supreme Court
Rule 31 and is listed as a Family Mediator. She
is a founder of the Miller Anderson Law Group
in Knoxville.
Dawn Ray (BA, MA ’07) joined Methodist
Healthcare as director of strategic and
executive communications, including media,
internal, external and community relations.

2000
Christopher Hastings (BA, MA ’04, PhD
’12) was chosen by Georgetown University
and the U.S. Department of State as an English
Language Fellow for Russia. His appointment is
at ITMO University in St. Petersburg.
Jason D. Salomon (JD), one of 25
Tennessee lawyers certified as an estate
planning specialist, joined the Memphis firm of
Harkavy Shainberg Kaplan & Dunstan.

Frances M. Riley (JD) is chief administrative
officer/senior chief deputy clerk for Memphis
City Court Clerk Kay Spalding Robilio (BA ’73,
JD ’80). Riley previously served as a law clerk
to judges of the Western District of Tennessee
U.S. Bankruptcy Court and is former president
of the Association for Women Attorneys.

Tanara Teal-Tate (BSME,
MPA ’12) was named assistant
director of the Parking
Authority for the University
of Tennessee Health Science
Center. Her duties include
leadership roles with UTHSC administration
and campus police regarding parking lot
planning, maintenance, signage, enforcement
and management of special events. Teal-Tate
was a parking manager at the UofM for
13 years.

2004

Kyle M. Wiggins (JD) was
named senior director and
operations counsel for Kindred
Rehabilitation Services, a division
of Kindred Healthcare Inc. in
Louisville, Ky. Wiggins previously
operated his own law firm in Memphis.

2005

Lakisha Fulton-Anderson (BPS) has
moved from Brandon, Miss., to Franklin, Tenn.,
to pursue a job promotion with her company’s
Data Warehouse Center of Excellence as a
business analyst. She works for Truven Health
Analytics, where she has been for three years.

2006

Lisa J. Gill (BPS, JD ’09) is 2016 president
of the Association for Women
Attorneys. She is an associate
with Butler, Sevier, Hinsley &
Reid, representing family law
clients throughout Tennessee
and Mississippi.

2007

Amanda Hanson (BA) joined the KFVS12
Heartland News team as the weekend
Breakfast Show anchor and reporter in Cape
Girardeau, Mo.
Alumni Association Member
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2008

Megan Bursi (BA) is director of marketing
and alumni affairs at Baptist College of Health
Sciences.

2009

Pixy Lia (MA) explored gender roles in
art last summer in her show “Experimental
Relationship” at Circuitous Succession Gallery.

2010

Lacy Jones Gillette (MA) is pursuing a PhD
in archaeology at Florida State University with
full funding and a stipend. She had been a
development coordinator at the New Britain
Museum of American Art in Connecticut.
Megan E. Warden (BA, JD ’14) joined Shea
Moskovitz & McGhee as an associate attorney.

2011

Louis Goggans (BA) was appointed
community outreach specialist and public
information officer for the U.S. Attorney’s

Office, Western District of Tennessee.

2012

Christina Comas (BBA) was promoted to
account executive at Archer Malmo.
Rebecca K. Hinds (JD) joined the litigation
section of Martin, Tate, Morrow & Marston.
David Ratton (JD/MBA) joined the Apperson
Crump law firm as of counsel.

2014

Rachel Bush (MFA) is assistant professor of
graphic design at Austin Peay State University.
Victoria Busse (BA, MA ’15) was awarded a
Fulbright U.S. Student Program grant to France
for the 2015-16 academic year. She is teaching
English to high school students at Lycée
Evariste Galois in Sartrouville, a suburb of Paris.
Jerry Anthony “Tony” Hunnicutt (EdD)
is in his 15th year as a faculty member at the

College of the Ouachitas in Malvern, Ark. Last
April, he was selected by faculty and staff
as Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year.
Hunnicutt is an associate professor of business
technology.
Lawrence Matthews III (BFA) had his
exhibit Lawrence Matthews III: The Marketing
of Perception displayed at the Martha and
Robert Fogelman Galleries of Contemporary
Art this past winter. The exhibit featured
recent works exploring issues of race, image
and appropriation derived from cigarette and
alcohol ads in Ebony magazine in the 1960s
and ’70s.

2015

Erin England (JD) joined
Crone & McEvoy as a staff
attorney. She previously
clerked for the Memphis Police
Department.

Brooke Garcia (MA) was awarded a graduate
internship at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York.

New Tiger in Town (cont. from pg 21)
lines, I would stop coaching tomorrow. I want this
team to be a family.”
Norvell, who also is considered an outstanding

demands for the Tiger program.
“My No. 1 job when I got here was personnel
– to evaluate players and coaches – and moving

recruiter, is confident that he has prepared well

forward with recruiting and hiring a new coaching

for the head coach role.

staff,” he says. “It was difficult just watching

“I remember my first year with Coach Graham

practice because when I’m on a football field,

as a graduate assistant (at Tulsa),” Norvell says.

I like to coach. Coach (Darrell) Dickey was the

“He was putting together a staff, and he said

interim head coach and he did a tremendous job

it’s hard to find nine guys that truly prepare and

of leading the guys.

treat the program like it’s their own. He said that

“And it all turned out great for me. I got to

even if you are a graduate assistant, you need

see the team in action, and I got to start building

to prepare and treat the job as if you’re the head

relationships with our returning guys.”

coach. That just stuck with me at each level.

A promising recruiting season, which Norvell

“I’ve been extremely fortunate that I’ve had

called “incredible,” also buoyed the excitement

a lot of opportunities early in my career. I’m a

with 16 recruits announced on national signing

younger guy, but I’ve tried to prepare and live the

day in February to go with several mid-year

experience although I might not have had the

transfers.

job title doing it. It’s helped me prepare for this
opportunity.”
During the Tigers’ preparation for the

“When you have a football program that’s
built on family and relationships, and you’re only
given a short period of time to develop those

Birmingham Bowl against Auburn last fall, Norvell

relationships, then it’s a leap of faith,” Norvell

basically observed while attending to other

says. “I was really impressed with the quality of
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the young men we were able to get, and I think
this group will set the standard as to what we’re
going to be about.”
All the more reason, however, for Norvell to
say he was “chomping at the bit” through the
winter for the start of spring practice in late March.
“It’s been a lot of fun getting to know Memphis
at a personal level,” he says. “I’m looking forward
to continue to shake hands and to put together
a program that represents this city the way it
deserves to be represented. And I can’t wait to
get on that turf at the Liberty Bowl.”
(Freelancer Bobby Hall is a member of the
Tennessee Sports Writers Hall of Fame. He
covered sports for The Commercial Appeal for
nearly 40 years before retiring in 2001.)

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Your careful planning has put
you in a comfortable position.
Your careful planning can now help
prepare the leaders of tomorrow.
When considering how to support the UofM, consider that the largest asset in your
estate may be your retirement plan. It can be very easy to use tax-deferred retirement
assets for current or deferred gifts to the UofM Foundation.
Unfortunately, taxes could take well over half of the value of your
retirement plan if you leave it to your children, other relatives or a friend.
Instead, consider naming the UofM Foundation as a partial beneficiary of your
retirement plan to reduce the tax burden and use other non-taxable assets to make
gifts to your heirs.

Prepare the leaders of tomorrow with your planned gift today.

CONTACT

Dan H. Murrell, CFRE | 901-678-2732 | dan.murrell@memphis.edu
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1

3
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2

4

5

6

7

1

Students participated in the annual Homecoming Parade.

2

Alumni and friends came back to campus to learn about the history of the UofM at the first Blue Lantern Tour.

3

The Law Alumni Chapter presented the Pillars of Excellence Awards to Blanchard E. Tual (MA ’81), Arnold E. Perl, Judge
George H. Brown, Julia S. Sayle (JD ’70), Joe M. Duncan, Judge David S. Kennedy (JD ’70) and Judge Donn A. Southern.

4

Michael Barbour, Student Ambassador Board president, led a group at the inaugural Blue Lantern Tour.

5

Members of the Class of 1965 were inducted to the Half Century Club at the Golden Homecoming Reception.

6

Memphis Pom and Cheer alumni performed at the 2015 Homecoming game.

7

Rocio Agundis (fourth from left) was presented with one of the first Hispanic Alumni Council scholarships.
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8
9

10

12

13

11

14

8

Lambuth alumni and friends came back home for True Blue Day in Jackson.

9

Dr. Niles Reddick (center), vice provost of UofM Lambuth, presents Coach Vic Wallace with the Lambuth True Blue Tradition Award.
At left is Eddie Lee Herndon (BA ’92).

10

Dr. David Ciscel and Dr. Edward Ordman presented Dr. Sheryl Maxwell with the TRACES Award at the UMAR
(University of Memphis Association of Retirees) Holiday Brunch.

11

Siblings Shelby and Addison (BA ’14) Piggott at the Veteran’s Day March.

12

Pouncer’s Pals Elena and Rafael Rodriguez with their favorite Superheroes.

13

Natalie and Jason (BBA ’07, MBA ’13) Huckelberry with their “tiger cub” at the 9th annual Young Alumni True Blue 5k.

14

Pouncer’s Pals had a chance to walk around the field at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium with parents and veterans at the
Homecoming game.
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IN MEMORIAM

The University of Memphis Alumni
Association expresses sympathy to
the families and friends of these
individuals:

ALUMNI
(Listed alphabetically by decades)
1920s-30s
Lurene Bomer Maddux ’39, July ’15
1940s-50s
Etty Beard Agnew ’49, June ’15
Richard Lamar Akers ’48, ’62, Dec. ’15
James Myree Alexander ’50, Nov. ’15
Nellie Bess Summers Armour ’57, Dec. ’15
Dr. Ray Earl Bruce ’55, July ’15
Dr. Bob Eugene Childers ’59, Dec. ’15
Fred Neal Colvett ’56, June ’15
Robert Spicer Crenshaw ’53, Sept. ’15
Dr. Fred W. Dauser ’58, July ’15
Katherine Elizabeth Dezonia ’51, Dec. ’15
Mary Ruth Doler ’56, Dec. ’15
Richard Allen Douglas ’56, July ’15
Jo Ann Fite ’51, Nov. ’15
James Lawson Freeman ’50, Sept. ’15
Roselyn Strong Gilliam ’52, Sept. ’15
James Floyd “Pete” Greer ’55, ’64, June ’15
Charlotte Johnson Halford ’49, Oct. ’15
Jacqueline Travis Hamilton ’40, Nov. ’15
Barbara Robbins Hookings ’58, ’78, Oct. ’15
Dr. Melvyn Austin Humphreys ’62, Nov. ’15
George Arthur Hunt ’53, Jan ’16
Joanne Short Kelly ’53, May ’15
Shirley Mae McKinistry Leachman ’51, ’82, Nov. ’15
Freeman Carl Marr ’49, Dec. ’15
Harvey Flinn Maxwell ’46, Jan. ’16
Dorothy Joseph McGinnis ’52, ’61, Nov. ’15
Mary Louise Oakley Merrill ’55, Aug. ’15
Robert R. Osgood ’51, Nov. ’15
Kenneth Berl Phillips ’56, ’64, June ’15
Robert J. Pleasants ’57, June ’15
William “Bill” Reed ’56, Dec. ’15
Gerri M. Reedy ’56, Dec. ’15
Carl Nelson Roe ’58, Aug. ’15
J.T. Street Jr. ’55, July ’15
James E. Strickland ’58, Dec. ’15
Sandra Ann Sullivan ’58, Jan. ’16
Francis R. Talarico ’58, Oct. ’15
William Boswell Walk ’56, ’61, Sept. ’15
Margaret Wise ’52,Sept. ’15
Donald Wood ’53, June ’15
Richard Edwin Woodruff ’52, June ’15
1960s-70s
Helen Nunnery Aloway ’76, July ’15
Rev. John Lucher Armstrong ’75, Oct. ’15
John Wesley Ashworth Jr. ’69, Dec. ’15
Reginald Alvin Banks ’77, June ’15
Sherron Cox Barker ’68, Aug. ’15
Marilyn Johnson Baugus ’76, Nov. ’15
Ronnie Ralph Bingham ’76, Aug. ’15
Elisabeth Bray Blohm ’63, Nov. ’15
Ricky Steven Blustein ’78, Sept. ’15
Carl Raymond Bogan ’63, Oct. ’15
George Bouchard ’71, Aug. ’15
James H. Boyd ’72, Oct. ’15
Mary Olert Boyd ’77, Dec. ’15
John Joseph Brannon ’70, June ’15
Ronald Edwin Brignole ’76, Dec. ’15
Edward Buckley Brown Jr. ’69. ’73, Nov. ’15
Michael R. Buschlen ’70, Dec. ’15
Sandra Jean Shankle Bynum ’70, Sep. ’15
Hazel Imogene Cole Capps ’62, ’63, Nov. ’15
Dr. Ernest Lowery Cashion Jr. ’77, Nov. ’15
Sidney Doyle Childress ’67, Jan. ’16
Kenneth Ray Chumney ’61, June ’15
James William Cisco Jr. ’72, Dec. ’15
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Roger Ross Clapp ’63, Sept. ’15
Joan Baxter Coen ’68, Sept. ’15
Timothy Joseph Corrigan ’71, Dec. ’15
Clifford O. Crawford ’70, July ’15
Rose McDade Crosby ’76, Nov. ’15
William Howard Cross ’66, Jan. ’16
Herbert Alexander “Bert” Dargie III ’63, Oct. ’15
Gene Austin Dodson ’64, ’69, Dec. ’15
Lois Nell Edwards ’74, Oct. ’15
Elizabeth June Elliott ’68, Jan. ’16
Stephen A. Ellis ’79, Jan. ’16
Alice Harris Eubanks ’70, Sept. ’15
Charles W. Faithful ’69, ’71, Aug. ’15
Brenda Sue Farrow ’73, Jan. ’16
Alan Fitzpatrick ’70, Aug. ’15
Dr. Sara Gillespie Folis ’60, Oct. ’15
Marsha Finger Franks ’68, Nov. ’15
Pettus Cowley Gibbons ’74, Oct. ’15
Harriette Vanderford Gillis ’60, ’75, Sept. ’15
Cora Leonia Leatherwood Gleese ’64, Nov. ’15
Wilford E. Glenn ’72, Oct. ’15
Hubert Paul Goodwin ’67, Aug. ’15
Carol Teresa Strickland Gravatt ’74, ’90, Dec. ’15
Robert Allan Hackney ’61, April ’15
Jeanette Hardin ’77, Aug. ’15
Judith Beavers Harper ’67, Nov. ’15
Carole Harris ’63, Aug. ’15
Jo Ellen Hartline ’60, ’70, Nov. ’15
Deborah Jean Bewley Haun ’78, Aug. ’15
Gene F. Henry ’72, Oct. ’15
Maj. Terry Nolen Higgins ’68, July ’15
Barbara Stockwell Hill ’70, Aug. ’15
Jasper Franklin ”Frank” Holmes ’78, Dec. ’15
Dr. Walter Rex Houston ’78, ’94, Nov. ’15
Alta Virginia Whitaker Irving ’72, July ’15
Dr. Richard Edward Jabbour ’63, Sept. ’15
Linda Key Jarrett ’69, ’99, Dec. ’15
Raymond Eugene Knapp ’66, ’72, Jan. ’16
Dr. James M. Knight ’71, Dec. ’15
Philip L. Krug Jr. ’68, Aug. ’15
Billy Zinn Lagrone ’66, Dec. ’15
John F. Lamond II ’62, Dec. ’15
Fay D. Lee ’70, Dec. ’15
Dr. Martin Leibovich ’71, Oct. ’15
Robbie Diane Levine ’77, Dec. ’15
Lynda Susan Lyne ’75, Aug. ’15
Milton Manis ’68, Aug. ’15
Sally Jean Mart ’75, Aug. ’15
Kathleen Marie Mattox ’76, June ’15
Victor B. McClure ’61, Aug. ’15
Gary Dale McNeely ’60, Oct. ’15
Ronald E. Miller ’67, Sept. ’15
Dr. J. Purvis Milnor III ’70, Aug. ’15
Kenneth Chalmers Moore ’62, July ’15
Johnny Wayne Mullens ’66, Dec. ’15
Emmett Gordon Neal Jr. ’74, Sept. ’15
Edward Ronald Odom ’76, Dec. ’15
Mary Kay Parrish ’78, Aug. ’15
Dr. Charles Richard Patterson ’72, ’75, Sept. ’15
Michael Andrew Patton ’73, Nov. ’15
James B. Payton ’65, Nov. ’15
John Ben Pectol III ’73, Oct. ’15
Louvenia Harley Powell ’68, ’80, Aug. ’15
Mary Jane Bullock Price ’63, Jan. ’16
Dr. H. Gene Ray ’73, Dec. ’15
Joe Richard Ray ’65, Aug. ’15
Nina Ross ’71, ’74, March ’15
Mary Tom Gaskin Rossett ’61, ’71, Aug. ’15
Segfred Walther Rutschman ’71, Dec. ’15
Virginia Lee Thompson Corcoran Sanders ’75, Nov. ’15
Oscar Shefsky ’71, Aug. ’15
Dean McGee Shoaf ’62, ’78, July ’15
Joel Shore ’73, May ’15
Winifred R. Skaare ’64, July ’15
Edward Lee Smith ’70, ’76, Sept. ’15
Joyce Bishop Smith ’63, Oct. ’15
Michael Philip Sobczak ’77, Sept. ’15
Stephen Paul Stagoski ’79, Nov. ’15
Dr. Victor J. Stegall ’66, Dec. ’15
Iris Starks Stigall ’72, Aug. ’15
Denise D. Thomas ’79, July ’15
Hon. Fred Dalton Thompson ’64, Nov. ’15
James Boyd “Jay” Thurman ’75, Nov. ’15
Clarence Trice Jr. ’60, July ’15
Mary Hall Uhlmann ’71, Aug. ’15

Dr. Charles E. Van Eaton ’64, July ’15
Thomas Nelson Vaughan Jr. ’65, ’72, Dec. ’15
Dianne Wilson ’71, Dec. ’15
Richard Ford Wilson ’67, Aug. ’15
Joseph T. Zink ’65, Nov. ’15
1980s-90s
Ruthie Brooks ’86, Jan. ’16
Marcia Albin Howard Brown ’81, ’82, Sept. ’15
Carol Elizabeth Champion ’85, Dec. ’15
Donna Palmer Collins ’94, Oct. ’15
Richard Dwight Davy ’99, July ’15
Douglas R. Deutermann ’89, Aug. ’15
Michael Edward Doyle ’80, Dec. ’15
David Louis Edmonds ’94, Nov. ’15
William Lawrence Embry ’82, Oct. ’15
Janice Cook Butler Ernest ’98, Nov. ’15
Randy Steven Gardner ’84, Sept. ’15
Sgt. Steven W. Goin ’87, ’90, Oct. ’15
Benjamin L. Greene ’80, July ’15
Fannie M. Gresham ’85, Jan. ’16
Andrew Joseph Grodzicki ’81, Oct. ’15
Mary Bernadette Hawkins ’81, Oct. ’15
Cheryl Denise Hillis ’96, ’10, Dec. ’15
Dwayne Keith Hood ’93, July ’15
Robert Walker Hummel ’83, Dec. ’15
Rev. Amy Jobes ’84, Aug. ’15
Albert Norman Johnson Jr. ’85, ’97, Oct. ’15
Viola Elizabeth Johnson ’83, ’95, Oct. ’15
Jackie Alexander Lautar ’81, Nov. ’15
Kathryn Lloyd ’88, Oct. ’15
Cindy Love ’83, Nov. ’15
Linda Janis Lynch ’82, Dec. ’15
Susan Elaine McDonald ’84, Aug. ’15
Eric Melkent ’94, Aug. ’15
Theodore James “Ted” Meyers ’87, Dec. ’15
Susan Porter Overton ’95, Aug. ’15
Jeffrey Owen ’93, Dec. ’15
Darrell Keith Perkins ’96, Aug. ’15
Marilyn S. Pickens ’83, Aug. ’15
Carma Rose Porter Potter ’84, Nov. ’15
Juanita McMillin Rast ’84, Nov. ’15
Britt Reid ’99, July ’15
Leon Richard ’84, June ’15
Jan C. Russell ’95, Feb. ’16
Susan L. Sanders ’99, ’01, Nov. ’15
Reuben Summerlin ’93, July ’15
Virginia Tatom ’83, Oct. ’15
Marilyn Vaulx Taylor ’86, Sept. ’15
William Lewis Taylor ’86, Nov. ’15
Elizabeth J. Thomas ’93, Dec. ’15
Beverlee Jacobs Timm ’90, Sept. ’15
Minnie M. White ’82, Aug. ’15
Dr. Katie Whitlock ’96, Dec. ’15
Wendell Lee Young ’80, Nov. ’15
2000s
Thomas Alan Chiodo ’05, Aug. ’15
Karmella D. James ’12, July ’15
Paul W. Hammond ’11, ’14, Dec. ’15
Geralyn Holmes ’09, Nov. ’15
Scott Lewis ’01, Sept. ’15
Matthew Linder ’03, July ’15
Ashlyn Elizabeth Perritt ’12, Oct. ’15
Margaret Ann Seigenthaler ’01, Dec. ’15
Cozetta Dionne Shannon ’04, June ’15
Kathy Stephenson ’03, July ’15
Mark Anthony Webb ’12, ’14, Sept. ’15
Faculty/Staff
Dr. J. Ivan Legg, Aug. ’15
Dr. Larry McNeal, Nov. ’15
Dr. Alton D. Quick, March ’15
Janet Richards ’69, ’76, Jan. ’16
Dr. Bill Simco, Jan. ’16
Ron Spielberger ’63, Dec. ’15
Friends
Bert Bornblum, Feb. ’16
William Poindexter Carroll, July ’15
Esther M. Crane, July ’15
Jack Eaton, Feb. ’16
Effie Grice, Sept. ’15
Frances Dancy Hooks, Jan ’16
Richard Davis Sims, Sept. ’15
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RENEE WHITE
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Uof M Alumni Association Annual Member
• Chief Financial Officer, Oak Hall Inc.
• 2013-Current President, Luther C. McClellan Black
Alumni Chapter
• 2016 University of Memphis NAACP Young Alumni
Freedom Award Recipient
• Memphis’ Top 40 Under 40, Memphis Business
Journal 2015
• New Memphis Institute Fellows Leadership Program,
awarded the Dean Deyo Award
• Member, New Memphis Fellows Advisory Board
• Member, H.Y.P.E. (Hattiloo Young Professionals
Experience) committee of the Hattiloo Theater Board
• Member, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. through the
Epsilon Kappa Chapter at the University of Memphis
• Alumni Processional Delegate for the Inauguration
of President M. David Rudd
• Board Member, Collegiate School of Memphis
• Member, Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for
Social Change Gala Committee
• Volunteer, Oasis of Hope

BECOME AN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBER TODAY.
Stay connected and network
with other graduates and friends
of our beloved University.
An annual membership
is only $35 per year.
Visit memphis.edu/alumni
or call 901.678.ALUM
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